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Ty,

in his incemmendaton, A

.arch, pettiaps of the family of Bonaparte ; and v-ho refuse

- stin for them o be. thankiui that'they are peiniitted to parti-

Lo Prntaingto Swvereigntve s

'ment of Bishops vesied in the c:own s contidiy 10 any & tie

_vation in.the piesent postare of ‘uffaiss. “T'his i§ a question -

'CATHOLIC. QUESTION.
: , s - W ‘ . ‘.
- e ——R e N . B
" Tive following vien of the Ci:holic Question, as far as
Ireland is concernied, is submitted to the cons:deration of the
dispassionate and impartial, ~ * ) _ L

1. The Komzn Citholicsof [reland enjoy peifect liberty,
as to the acquisition, dominion, and dispoazl of prape ty,
and the exercise of theis religion. They are compeient 1o
ecome magisvates, lawyers, giand and petty jurers, mem-
bursiof corporations, and officers in the army, customs, and
exciss ; aml are invested with the clective lfanchise. A Col-
l: cc has alse been founded mnd supported by Government for
the education of their Clergy, “I'his is nota state of vassal-
ave 3 w10 can further extension of prisilege QCJU“I}' called
emancipation, In such cxtepsion few are intefestc d, and
the remainder are already on an"equality with Piotesiants of
the same rank. = Coee L
2. "They ure,; however,. deharred fiom aspiring to the
Fnrone and the Government. of Ireland—tiom filing the
highér offices in the state and _the law—from the_ judicial
functions—{rom the command of the army—and from seats
in Pa:lidment. But it is not a subject. of discontent, thata
Protestant szate should have a Ior-stant Government 5 cs-
peciatly, as.its civil and religious Ijbertics were once subvert-
ed by the conteary policy. In all.countries, the inrerests of
the individual must give way to the welfare «f the }.lub!lc, and
even the sights of a paitto the safety of the whaie, )

3. The object of the present application to Parlament is,
te be relieved from all these incapacities. The speeches of
the lcading members of the Catholic bedy, and other aus
thentic publications deelare, that they will admitof no com-
prosise, but mast have all or none ;. and in their psution
they demand ““u full, equal, and unqualified participation of
the benelits of the laws ani constintion,” and a iei:cal ot all
f¢ privatians, restrictious, and distinetions.”  Their putpose
then is, that it stall be lawful for the King to priotess the
Popish relizion, to marry a Papist, and to educate his chile
dren in the same faith ; to select a Popish Council and Cabi-
net 3 toappoint a Pupish Chancellor and Judges ; and to put
the command and patronage of theauny into the hands of
a Popish Comizander in Chief, ' )

4, 1t may be thought, that no King could be guilty of
such 4an abuse of his power, A free country, however,
should not leave it at the discietion of any individual to effect
such a change, It is mo e becoming in a free people to say
10 the Monarch —*¢ We have found, that such a Goveinment
is incompatible with our ieliginn and hbertics § and if you
adopt these weasiares, you skall forteit the crown.?”” Such
is tlic ;anguage of the law, Itis penal and restrictive on the
King, and h? should not®e blamed for discowrazing an ex-
tension of prerogative to-himself, which he thinks may here-
after be injarious to his penple, We chould rather respect
his patcenal and disintercsted solicitude for the welfare of
pasterit:., - -

5. That such a contingency may take place, is rendered
sufliciently probable by hestory,  We know, that mans men
of the greatest genius, lelmngtand virtae, bave been convest-
cd to' Popery.  We know, thatsome of our own Kings have
been secrer abettors and open professors of that faith, at the

nown risk, and eventual foss of the crown. We know, that
it is pcculiarly calcmated to entangle a Prince, like Chasles
1. inattentive to religious knowledge, and indifferent to re-
I'g.ous principie, addicted t licentious manners, and there-
faic Jiable to supeisitious apprehensions, especlally if ex-
posed to female bland::hments and jesuitical intricues,

6. Such is the prcsent.srate of their demands,  In this ex-
tent they are evidently inadmissible 3 and to this extent the
Cathelics scem to be irrgvocably pledzed. If, however, they
should consent to modzrate their clainss, and be content «with
4 partial communicatien of privilegés, it would then become
a question, how far such a modificgtion would answer the
ends of the Stae azd of the Catholic body. Hitherto such
partial measures have not been preductive of conctliation §
and it may, therefoze, be feared, that such temporising policy
would only enciease their power, witheut conciliaung their
adfections. . That was certainly a preposterons plan, which
propesed to begin by putting the sword into the hands of the
discontented. .

If the Catholics were made eligible to some of those offi-
ces from which they are now excluded, while the higher de-
partinents still remained in the hands of the Piotestants, they
m'gh: never be actually appointad even to these inferior ob-
jects of their ambition ; #nd then, the sense of ciigibility,
and the experience of exclusion, miight become greater sour-
ces of discontent, than actual incapacity now is.  Such Aas
been the effect of theirexclusion fiom co:pe;atons, o which
they aie admissible by law. _ :

7 A madification of Cathclic pretensions necessarily im-
plies certain arrangements—such as Mr Pirt had in contem-
piation, ard all their fiiends in Parliament at present deem
indispensable, This suggestion, however, though coning
from their most powertul pation, scems 1o have excited dig-
pust,  ‘Uhey expect to reduce Government to unconditional
submission. - How then eould the adoptinn of such expedi-
enis be expected to give satisfaction ?

OF these acrangements the Vetois one.  The French Go-
vernmenchas renouniced all foreign authority in spiritual
matters, within the territory of the empire 3 and has obliged
the Pope to become a subject of France. Now, whatcier
reaz~n there may be in this principle when applied to F.ance,
Great Beitain and Ireland must have much better grounds

of protesting against the interference of the Prpe :—bhecausce
Frauce professes the Pope’s relizion, and.we disclaim it j—anda
because ths Pope is a citizen and subject of France, the
encmy ol Gieat-Britain, . . .

8. Still it is asserted, that the Papal authority, being
purely spiritual, cannot be dangerous to the Suate.
Buty, why may not the Pope, at the instication of the
enciny, model a hierarchy suited to his purpose, znd by
their ‘meaits torward the desizns of Fiance ? ‘That this is
p-ssible, even without the concurrence of the Iiish Bishaps,
is cvident from the 12th and 13th resclutions of the Reman
Catholic Prclates at their late meeiing in Doblin : g

- -

““ "T'he recynimendation of us Bishops, when concurring, had

becn pragressively advancing in weight and authosity with the -

Holy See.” Tt was*® in pregress t become a part of our ec-

cles:astical system, that the choice of persons to fill the of<]

- five of Bishops, sliould effectively crizinate fromi, and be cir-
cymscribed by usy $o far, at least, as-to make it inaccessible
. to any foreign temporal ssfldence; or corrupt secomnenda-
tion."” C R o '
The ciection ot Bishops by the Deans and Chapters hgs
not been 'n usc, as a geneial practice, for'a long time past ;
nor a“c the offices in the Chapters, reguianly fiiled.  “The se-
conmendations either onginate. with Doctor Tiay, “Fitular.
Archbishiop ot Dubiin amd Legate, as is generally understood,
or if they aviginate ctherwise, are uvansmitted throogh him .
to the Sec of Kome. : .t . :
1f a dircctinteite ence were thoaght. dangerous .or impo-
Jitic, the Pope’might, at least, keep a Legare in lreland,. de.
voted t the intesestof his 'new countiy.  Such a Minister
might eitherdir ctly recommend for the episcopal office such
Pricsts asare.known to have imbibed a hateed to the nation
and government of England ;. or by hapes of translation
to more cligibie diveeses, might iz:duce the Bishops (0 concur

- T'hus the Hierarchy would be devoted to the enecmy ;3 the

imight cvei tuaily be attended: with consequences dangereus |

. - 1 1
to the Remun Catholic Religion,  Such danger, inmy mind, |

andl in the opinivn of severn! other Fielates, is of a taapnaryg d . .
it Roman Catholics; and therefore to locfe them trom their

nature sesulting from existing civcamstances ' |

If it be wked, why the Kingdocs not claim @ similar power
over  Piatéstant sects, the wswer is casy. ‘They have
no'connesion with any forcigh state : —they have no Bishoys,
that can model the Clergy to theirown views :i—and they
make no pretensions (o ¢he property of the soil, and the
rightful dominion of the country. -

10. There is an ereneons. notion, cenfidently dissemina.-
ted and implicitly acquiesced in, that the Roman Cadiolics
are thé indizen® or onginalinhabitantsof 1= land, and thus cn-
titled to the propertyofthesnil That this epinion is not found-
ed in fact must be krown to «1l, who have rear! the history of
Ireland ; for, not to ge buck to the frst peopling of this cour-
try‘from diferent parts of Europe, we know, that the Popish
inhabitanty of Ulsrer are very generally emigiants from the
Hizhlands of Scotland 5 and those of Leinster, as generally
colonists fromi England and Wales 3 and as to Munsrerand Con.
naught they also were partly.peopled by Englishsertlers, Du-
ring four hundred ycars, that elapsed between the invasion of
Hensy L1, and the Reformation, there wasa continnal i flux of
adventurers from Great Biitain, who established themselies

here, got possession of extensive tracts of Jand, intenmarried’

with the natives, and are the pregenitors of the principal Ro.
man Catholic familics now exiant,  In proeess ot time, they
hecame corepletely incorporated with the Irish, in property,
bzbits of living and bostility to England.  The English by
descent wete more inimiical to the English by bittk than the
ndtives were : and evan after the Refonnation, the contormi-
ty of the English to the manneis and religion of the Irish was
u subject of complaint and alaim. This intermixtuie, by
marriage, relapse to Popery and conformity, continues o this
day; so that, it is now imyoasible tor anv famly to piove that
their ancestors were penuine frish anil that thgy themsclves
are nota mixed progeny, or altogether English, as the Baon-
jes of Forth and Bargie unquesticnably are, ‘

11. Another enor on ‘this subject, that has occasioned
much prejudice and heat, atises from a misapprebension of
the uecaty of Limerick. 1t is often stxted thue all the Catho-
lics of lrcland are included in the second article 3 though it
is expressly limited to the army of King-James, the inhali-
tants ot hig garzison towns in five countiex, and such us were
urider their protection at the time of signing the articles. —
"The cnly stipulation in favour of the Catholics in general, is,
that they shall enjoy the exercise of their religion. (At 1.)
‘They were not even allowed ** to ridowith a sword and a cuse
ot pistols, or to keep a gun In their houses,” cxcepting only
those described in the second anit third asticles,  (Art, VIL)

(2. In this grgument, theie is no allusion to any princis
ples ur practices of the Catholics, civil or religious, ancient
or modern—Fyery thing that has ever Deen said in their fa-
vour mayv be true, without affecting the conciusion, It can-
not, therefore, be chaiged with bigotiy or calumny ; asper-
sions t0o freely cast on the exclusioners of the present day.,

Our e whole, although union and cerdiality amonyg fel.
low eitizens be very desiiable, it is 10 be feared, thata peif ct
incotporation,is not practicable ; and if not, the questiun
should be put to resty and' cease 1o be a source of faction, dis.
content and irritaiion.  1f the Catholics think, that such
cungessions, as may be required, aie irreconcileable with
their. prinotples, thev are right in withholding them ; and
their most dutiful and dignified conduct is 10 acquicsce with
goud temper in those privations which are the price ot a good
conscience. The Protestants may regret, that the state is
thus deprived of the services of many valuable subjects, but
they may reasonably hope, that the moie enlightened, leain-
ed, and aspiring of the Catholic body, will gradually co-ope-
rate with them in the stivice of their common country ; for
if we allow any influence to the truth of our prefession,
to the habdits contracted by living among Protestants, and
to the growing intelligence of the Catholics, it may be
expected that their ablest lawyers, their most enterpris-
ing soldiers, and their most respectable nobility and gen-
try, will gradually conform, from conviction, to thuse condi-
tions, which arc indispeasable to their suceeeding to the
Bench, the Saaff and the Senace. _

"RUSSELL
D <D
COUNTY OF TYRONE MEETING.

(From the Dullin Correspondent )

On the 4th inft. a County meeting of the Gentry and the
Freeholders of the County of Tyrone was held at Omagh,
purfuant to publi:z noticc. Upon the High Sheriff taking
the Chair. che Righe Hon, Sir Jon~ SrewanT, (late At
torney. Genevul ) addreflcd the meeting in a moft eloquent
and impre flive fpeech.  Theugh the occafion was vnexam.
plcd in thac county, and the affembly numerous beyond
sty which cultomary accursrences could have drasn toge.
ther, yet Sir John was accempanied throughout the entire
of his fpcech with the corrcsponding emortions ol his hear-
ers, while he called en them to come forward and renounce,
{or themfeives and their conntry, thofe lamentable preju-
dices which had feparated them so leng from cheir Roman
Catholic countrymen. He faid thar as one of thafe who
had figned the requifition to convene the meeting, he felt it
incumbent upon him ¢o flate his motives {or v doing, and
in fupport of the refolutions he fhould have the honour of
submicting to the confideration of the great and refpectable
tody then affembled, to offer a few argumentss  Here Sir
John went copioufly into the hiftory of the penal Jaws, as
they affeéled the Roman Catholics of Ireland, cxpatiated up-

. on the policy our ¢l which they had arifen, and J:cu demon.
i fiyated the extindtion of any caule, real or imaginary, for
' the continuance of what now caftsro light thade upon our
' Statute Book., He maintzined that it was the duty of every
y man, interefted in the welfare and profperity of the Britith
- Church and Statc, to premote every meafure ca2lculated to
b unite all clafies of his Majefty's fubjeéts, and for ever to
put down thofe internal divifiens, ro ruinous to the welfare
and happinels of the State. He procceded then to make a
well merited eulogium upon the Cutholics of the county
of T'yrone: during thofe times, when civil discord scourg-
' ed the land, he fald, by their excel'vnt coudué they contri-
—buted to he pesce and fecurity that County fo very foecial-
{i Iy enjoyed. -He was huppy, he fuid, to bear his tedimony
fi to the comprehenfive merit- of this defesiption of his coun-
. trymen, and he hoped that the great and independent coun-
ity then afl: mbled would, by the declaration of their (enti-
' ments, that day,lead others to the aduption of like concilias
. ting meafutes towards their Cutholic bsithren, u on thofe
| principles of fecurity, neceflarily connected  wich the fufety
i ot our efeabiithm:nts in Church and Stace, as the fame
i were handed down by.their. forefathers
| " Sir Joun having read the rcfolutions, purporting the
concurrence of the county in the emancipation tf ‘heir
:f Cailinhic countrymién, upen fuch grounds as may prelerve
i unimpaired the' prefent form: of the Cunflituticn; Major
i; Crawrorp feconded them. obferving that he fnily concur
| red in the able learnzd and elbquent {peech so hapypily de-
it livered by the Right Hon, Paroret. - ' ‘.
|} . Capr. Borxsior, Tyrope M. itia, deprecated ary agita-
| tion of Lhe question ae that timz, and the' he had given the
t fubjeé much cenficer -tion, yet the fhertnels of the notice to
| come te adecision on so oy, mentcn a queltioryiaduced him
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Bishops'would frave the appaintment of the miernos _clcrgy, !', to move an ae!joummt nt sine die, awving the matter to Par-

and the Prests would have a despotic authority. over four
millions of 1he Kin's subjects, whenever they ch.ose to em-
pioy those formidable weapens with which thcy a e furnished
*Ly-the church, and which the scoutest-Catholic can- neither
tesist vior despise. . :
s not, thesefore, -a just cansc of. compiaint, that those
are exclided from-our Exccutive and Legislative Councils,
amd from the highest judicial and military offices, » ho main-
ta:n it to De their duty to corsespond with the enemy 3 who
avow, that they are under the pauonage of a French' Paug-

to atlow their. liwful Scvereigna .check on this dange-
gous interterence in His own dominions . There is more rea-

cipate in the municipat Goevernment of tire country, to.vote
for Members of Parliamem, anid to partaXe of ‘every priviiege |

I liamest, and their wo: thy fepres-rtaaves in that body,

“Mr. James Vernek sai, be wus for the adjournmenr,
rand rhat he came 10 the meeti=g in vrder to remove thofe
* prejudices thar had exified vo long against himsclf and his
+ family with regard (o their oppos.tion to Roman Catholics;
! Fealleged that his fon hdd lacely Jet hix eftite to persous of

tnat perfuafion on long ‘terures ; that he conld appeal to the
Prieit of the parith for.the cordial sentinients ot his family,
< who werenot haliile to Roman Catholics, but that he and
" they, during the rebellion, had taken 2n a&ive part in unit-
ing a body of, men io {upport of the King and Conltitution.
:, He wopld, howevtr, on the prefent occasien vore for an ad-

7 journment, as beft calculated to infure the-peace of the
’ " . ’

r .

ii‘('np'.n.tly. . z . Y * . - : .
:  Mr. Sincrair, of Holy Hill, faid he would not agree to
‘the aijousnnient upon any, of the grounds flated.” As to

enjoyed by the most favoured sabjecs; except those which |
- Witld the Casholic : Sovercigns: of 'Europe allow the Sus’
preme-head ot the Chuich of ‘Englund to appeint Bishups,
over a laige proportion of their "Subj:cts, withcut controul?

. 1t:5 pot now pretended, that a negasive n the uppaint-

cle of taith ; -nor ta the Prelates iely o this instheir late or |
furmer tesolutions, = ‘Fhey only think it a danecrous inno- i

of piudence v exycthiency, and a matter of chuiée. They |

. - ) A C !
accord nely preferacontinuanceot disqualificaton toachange || -

in ‘Ieir piactice, * ** F-hink, ard am certain (2av8 chewe Prie’
mate m lus'iciter to the Gentiemen of {Louth;)-that the Pre.
lates didk et nxan tu decule, that the abinission of a veto or
pegative on the part of the crown,; with' the eonsetit of the

Haly See, in the decrion of Ronan athofic Bishnps, would 1| |

be centay to the Ductrine af the Catholic Ghiech, or to any |

‘tow fhort notice, the very numerous ard refpe@able meeting
‘from all paics. of the county was the beft anfwer to that ob-
‘joélion, and furely no quellien could be <more important

j:than-, the one under confideration.. Was there not an‘ime

e ous neceflity ac this arifis_for that yreat 0 eflant coun-
ity. tiy expre(stheir (entiments of conciliation and regard for
their Catholic trethern 7 What couid tend fo-much o aliay
hpfe-diffentions, and_extinguifh difcord nnhappily too, too
Jdong ex.ith g amor g Teifhmen ? . therefore ‘the refolution
‘{:ouid have hi<'determumed. fuppore. : '

Licur. Col. STEWART, of the Tyrone regiment, followed
'and declired hin:felf for theudjournment ; thae his facher's
Jendiments were well known.to the county and approved of ;
‘the beft, proof of which was, that they had rgturncd him
‘as their 1eprefentacive {or 42 years. . . .
Mr. Geonor Perny, faid,;he cculd not acquicfee in the
a’journment of, a mecting rendjny fo much to conciliate and

praclice or usage essentially und indispensiliy conneeted wih
x . I
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utely necrllury, as uponfa formér ¢ ccalion the Grand jury,
vwho may be cxlled che reprefentative wealth of the county,
addrefled sheir reprefentatives to oppole the claims of the

| facckles, Fe weuld vate for the refolutions, and thin publith
& v the happy change of sentiment on thi: momentous quesiton ™
Mr. Jasics Bucuavan, of Cémmon Green, near Omagh,
flated, that he.was an Orangeman of 1798, and that he e
joiced * ta have an opportuaity of exprefling his iutiments
in favonr of Catholic emancipation.” He was intimatcly
acquainted with many of the Catholie kody, and was deeply
i, interefled in the peace and profperity of the country—and
! he ** was fuily convinced no meafure waonld tend maore to
. the beft s terefts of the Britith empire, and’ of lrelend i
| particnlar, chan to put an end to thofe Qiﬁcnztic,ns f!m have
jJ fo unhapyily, and fo long divided and diftralted this other.
" mife high'y favoured country.” 'Mr. Ruchanan made fume
" apt remarks upon what £ frem Lieur-Col. Stcwart, who
' had advanced no reafon for voting for the adjournment—and
, then proceeded to exprefs hichearty concurredee iu any relo-
! Jutions of the tendency of thafe propnied, and which wou'd
' hew our Catholic countsymen tlrst the Proteftants of the
- great, Joyal, and tricd county of Tyrone were favourable
to conceilion on their part, and that ay the prefent political
firuation of Rurope, and the Pope, w0 was now the fuh-
je¢t and prifener ol France, required of them 2 guard agaiat
the influence of Rauaparte, whom all muft confider ta be
the greateft enemy in falt the Papel puwer had ever ex-
pericnced—the Roman Cathoiics, he doubted not, \yould
few on their parts an equal degree of conceflion, which to
fo many appeared eflencial to the general peace, happings,
and ftubility of the enpirc.

The queftion was then loudly demanded, and the refolu.
tions were put and ¢a ried, without any other diffunticnts
than thefe thit were for the adjournment, -

| The meeting was called at the requifition of the Farlof

' Belmme, Sir Joha Stewart, Br, T.C. Mou:ra.y, (.}corgrc
Perry, James Crawlurd, Jsmes Lowry, James Siaclair, Sa-
mucl Galbraith, George  Lendrom, J: M*Caufland, Robert
H. Lewry, Theodore Bailie, Achcfon M. Moure, Jubn H.
Knox, James Caulficld, Esqrs
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