THE LATEST CENSUS
FROM THE FREEXMAN,

Under some pressing cxigeucy of tho Irish Kx-
eci'ive the Ceusus returns taken on the night of
the 3rd of April st were hastily called for, and a
rough copy of results was prepared and forwarded
to London with vvery possible oxpedition.  Ifrom
this wo learn, amongst tho other facts aud bgures
that on the Census dy the total population of tho
couutry was 6,159.849. In the last decenunial re-
return, 1871, the total population was given at
5.402,759, and thers is thus within the period &
decreagse of popu‘;stiull of 942,910 1)',crauus. The
total population of 1871 is made up of— |

Males cen 2,022,814
Iemales oo 2,037,039
the popitlation in 1881 being, 2,768.636 femnles,
and 2,634,123 males, 'T'ho followiug are the stat-
itica of decraase :— |

Decrease in Linster ... 60,261
Munster 69,979
Ulster . voo R | tSGSG
Connauuht ., oo 29,016

In other words the largest decrease has heen 1n
Ulster, and the smallest in Conunauzht, It is dis-
piriting work to be recording the depopulation of
our cduntry, and the process becomus MoOrod
gloomy the further we extend it, If we tike o
comparativo view of the parellel enumeration col-
wmns i tho Census, we sce that Ireland huad a
population of

8.195,597 in 1881,

6.574, 27S 1in 1851,

5,798,267 in 1801,

5,402,S04 1n 1571, and

5,169, 849 1n 1811
That is to say, ever decade continunally there has
been a decline, and in tho five decandes there has
heen a total decline of 3,036,784 of our people.
One would suppose that tliis was depletion cnough
for & country thab never was over pepulated ; but
many of our humane and patriotic philanthropists
want to press tha process much farther, and to
make old oppression and new legislation co operate
with the exproprintion. The eontinued decrea o
in tne populaiion is oasily explaiued by the fact
thit over 600,000 persons emigrated from Ireland
in the deceunial period ending 1881, In other
wor:ds, about one ninth of the eutire population in
1871 left the country within the next ten years.
We ean fmagine nothing morve tervible than this
percennial drain feom a faiv and fertiloland. It 1s
to account for tho miseries of the land. Those wlho
N away are the youug, the strong, the adventurous
the brave, the high sptrited. Tho old, the weak in
body, tho pour in spirit are left behind, L'he exodus
still continues, tho lifs blood of lreland stiil wells
fromn the open wound.,  One social consequence uf the
emiuration is the great preponderatice of wonien over
men, the prosence in this country of tens of thousands
of femules, to whom, for uuinerical reasous, mavriage
i3 impossible, and who, in the humbler ciasses, as
they get past the time for {ield labour, becowms, poor
creatures, burdens on their {riends.  The continued
depopuiation of Trclaud isd fuct nnique i history,
presuant with misery of every kiud, and a burning
verdies of infamy against the rutees of an island which
Heaven meant to be the home of an abundant popus
lation of brave men and virtuous women, Lou res
ligious portion of the retarn gives, as the preceding
return have given, soms very suggestive figuves, Thus
for instapne, we have— |

Catholics .., 3,931,888
Protestant- Kpiscopalians oo 635,670
Presbyterians, ... 43835,503
Methodists 47,669

And other socts tho remainder. Tae Catholics come
to close on four millions of souls, wanile all ether
denominations  bulked together come to nearly
1,200,000, Io the Ceusus ot 1871 the figures sbhow
thus .

Catholics . 4 141,933
Protestant lopiscopalians ... 633,290
Presbyterians 003,401
Mechodists 41,515

It is an exeecedingly remarkable thing that the dimi-
nution in the Catholic and fu the Proiestant Lpis-
copalian population s cexactly at the sams ratin—
namely, ab therato of 4'8 per cent, in the decade,
The deerease of the Presbyterians was at tha rate of
2-4 per 100, Taoe Methodists, it will be seen alone
of the Christian budies, bave inereased and mulliplisd
in the ten years, which is accounted for by the tact
that since tha disestablishient a number ol lipis-
copalian Protestants have joined fhis sect, 1o tho
present return tho Jews number 453, which is neary
double what they were ta 1871 —they werain that
year, 208, 120 females and 138 males.  Of the popu-
lation of the counsry, leaving out the 1,144 who re-
fuseil to give their religion, 766 are Catholies, 12°3
are Protestants IEpiscopalians, 94 are Poegbyterians,
and 0-9 Methodists, The present Cousus  gives
004.570 [amilies in Ireland aond 912,701 iuhabited
houses, a8 against, in 1871, 1,071,494 families and
060,352 habitations. ‘T'hac is to say there has been o
decerease wichin the period of 76,915 famiiies and of
47.591 houses, Oune of the muoest curious {acts
shown by theo return is that the decreass of the
populauion is greatest in Ulster.  Movaghan showed
a vreater decrease than any other couuty, and one
cf the counties in waich tha population increased
vag the impoverished coanty of Kerty, ‘Fhis is ue-
connted for, ne doubt, by the faern thatin the very
ponT districws of the country thue peopls are not uble
to get together the fow pounds which would earry
them out of thisuufortnnate country. In the midse
of such gencra' dimiuution aod deery 1t i3 perhaps
sntisfactory to see that our own city POl ils
aifected by the prevailing example.  Dublin proper
has inereased 13 per cent,, while her townships of
Ciontarf, Ratisinesand Rathgar, Kingatown, Blacks
rock, aud Kilmainham have increased respectively ab
the rato of 22°3,17°9, 113 11, and 8'7, per ceuns,
The total population of the city 13 249,486, as cam-
pared with 246,326 in 1871 —Including the suburks,
the population is nwow 358,07, as agatoust 320,730
ten years ago, ‘Phenumbor of inhabited houses 1n
the city and suburbsis 38,588, 1u 1871 the nmumber
was 35,283, Such 1sin bald and  simple langaage a
sammary of the Census of 1851, 1o every other
country in Jurope the numbering of the peoble
shuws a tale of gladoess and prosperity, of two blades
of grass growing where ono grew before, of villages
grown into towna and towus 1ato cities, of home.
steads multijlied, and the hives of industry multiply«
ing space, Ilore in Ircland for four decades the
Census Table has told the same sad story of Migery,
Desolatinn, and Daecay. What ¢ra account for the
terrible fathing off 1n our population we now chrouicls
No war has in tho last decade swept thae face of Ire-
land ; no great pestilence has scourged her ; and
tremetdous exortious presonted want from, deepening
into . fumine.  The flight of 600,000 irishmen and
woman in less than ten years 18 a prool thst.worse
than war and worse than famnine 1s tho dull agony of

Forecign Rule,



