Archaeological Replica Material from the Mesolithic,
Neolithic and Bronze Ages.

Neolithic House: Vincent Coyne, Willie Dawson & Bill
Daly.

Wooden Plough: Bill Daly.

_All other replica material by Brendan Hodgers.

‘ _?‘.'." Artefacts supplied by: Mary Kyne, Martin Lee and
T AYS Roger Joyce.
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When | was gathering the research for the Mesolithic Presentation in 2018, | was a little perplexec
The Mesolithic period is very hard to explain to people for the first time, as there is usually nothing
to see above the ground. | needed some replica archaeological material for the period, but where \
| get them? | then thought of my old friend of nearly forty years, Brendan Hodgers from Ballymaco«
Co. Cork. Hodgie (as | call hstgrtedto turn out some ornaments on a hamtade lathe a few years
previously, and the quality of the finished articles were superb.

| emailed Hodgie a few rough sketches to see if he could help me out. Nearly three years later he
given the Oughterard Culture & Heritage Group the best part of 70 pieces of replica material cover
Mesolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Ages, and we are currently sketching/designing for the Iron Age/E
Christian period in 2022. The artefacts are of a superb quality and we will always be forever in his
for enabling us to bring our Presentations to life by demonstrating these replica materials.

This output is all the more remarkable when you consider that Hodgie has been courageously bat
MS for the past 12 years, and he also refuses to take any money for the magnificent and professio
work he has completed for us. " RS
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% > The Timeline

.

Palaeolithic 12,000 — 8,000 BC

Mesolithic 8,000 — 4,000 BC

Neolithic 4,000 — 2,500 BC

Bronze Age 2,500 — 500 BC

Iron Age 500 BC — 400 AD

Early Christian 400 AD - 800 AD

Viking 800 AD - 1100 AD s
Norman 1100 - 1600 |
Plantation 1600 — 1922

Independence 1922 - -



Coracle Mesolithic/Neolithic
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Mesolithic/Neolithic

Arrowheads

Arrowheads made
from stone by
Mesolithic craftsmen.

These would be
mounted on timber
shafts to make spears
or arrows for hunting.




Mesolithic/Neolithic

Stone Axes

Shaped from stone in
different sizes for
different functions.

Mounted on timber
handles and used
mainly for forest
clearances, logboat
manufacturing and
cutting meat.




Log Boat

Mesolithic/Neolithic
These boats were
usually made from

oak, a single tree, and |
could be up to 50 feet

Hollowed out with

axes, then a fire was it

Inside the boat, the

embers cleared out, PR
followed by more axe

work.




Mesolithic/Neolithic

Bone Needles

These were sharpened
from animal bones,
and thread was made
from the internal
animal gut.

This meant that
people could now
have clothes made to
fit and a necessity to
keep out the winter
cold.




Mesolithic/Neolithic

Bow & Arrow

The Bow & Arrow was
a fantastic revolution
for hunting birds and
animals.

The prey could now b
picked off at longer
distances and
domesticated dogs
used in retrieving
game and hunting.




Mesolithic/Neolithic
Drying Frame

\\

Each homestead
would have about 2 or
3 drying frames on the

go.

The skins would
usually be from wild
pig (boar) and when
dry, would be used to
make clothes for the
family.



Mesolithic/Neolithic

Timber Fish Hooks

These would have
been the first type of
hooks used in fishing
the streams, rivers
and lakes.

The fishing line would

be made from internal

animal gut or from the

sinewy lines inside the
bark of trees.




Fish Trap Mesolithic/Neolithic

This was a major fishing
development.

Made from basketry, the
two components were the A
WLRGQ YR WTdzyy S 64 /,
They were set in the rivers '
and lakes overnight and
guaranteed them fish by
early morning when they
woke up.

This was the fore runner of
the modern day lobster
pot.




Flint TOO|S Mesolithic/Neolithic

These flints were

found in the old Parish
t NASadQa K2 dza
Killannin in 1971.

The larger one (stone
axe) has now been
mounted on a handle.

The smaller ones were
used as scrapers.




Fish Harpoon

This would have been
used in shallow rivers,
like the Owenriff In
Oughterard.

It meant standing Iin
the river for long
periods with the
harpoon poised to
strike and wait for
trout and eels to come
along.

Mesolithic/Neolithic




Mesolithic House

This would have been the first
type of house in Oughterard.

Uprights of birch posts with
willow saplings wound around to
keep the thatch/animal skins in
place.

The usual size would be 18 feet In
diameter and 227 feet high.

Small hearth on the inside to keep
the family warm with the smoke
escaping through an opening in
the top.
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Timber & Stone Spears

Either made entirely
from wood or with a
stone point and a
timber shatft.

These were used to
engage wild animals at
a close distance.

Mesolithic/Neolithic




Mesolithic Village

This is what a typical
Mesolithic village would
have looked like on the
banks of the Owenriff or
along the shores of Lough
Corrib.

The country was covered in
trees at this stage (8000
4000 BC) and rivers and
lakes were the only
navigation routes.

Mesolithic




Otter Board

This is an ancient fishing
Implement (now banned)
which originated in the
Mesolithic. Weighed down
with stone it stood upright
on the water.

A fishing line with timber
hooks were attached and
was used to carry the line
out in the lake when the
weather was too bad to
take the logboat or
coracle out.

Mesolithic/Neolithic




Paunching Knife

This was a long sharp
stone which was
mounted on a short
handle to paunch hare
bellies and cut open
the stomachs of
salmon.

Mesolithic/Neolithic




Mesolithic/Neolithic

Roasting Spit

Every household
would have about two
of these on the go.

A fire was lit
underneath and the
animal/fish was
turned by means of a
handle until the meat
was cooked.




Mesolithic

Kitchen Midden

This was a fire that
was lit outside the
house, and while they
were eating, they
threw the bones of
animals or the shells
of fish into the fire.

The contents of
kitchen middens are
very valuable in
relation to dating
archaeological finds.




Skinning Knife

A sharp stone which
was mounted on a
short handle, and
used to remove the
skin from wild animals
after hunting.

The skins were then
hung on a drying
frame and turned into
garments.

Mesolithic/Neolithic




Mesolithic
Drinking Vessels

The main drink would

have been water, ‘ '
k

The garden weeds
WOf SFISNEQ YR WySauf Sa
were also immersed in '
water and drank for ‘
refreshment and

medicinal purposes.
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Bullroarer Neolithic

This is a wind
Instrument that
generates a sound
similar to the roar of a
bull.

They were used with
timber drums and
wooden reeds to
generate noise at
ceremonial occasions.




Digging Stick

I We¢Q aKI LISR
stick that was used to
break up the ground in
advance of planting

seeds during the

Neolithic (40032500

BC).

Neolithic




Portal Dolmen

Usually a large flat
capstone pointing
upwards and resting
on three boulders.

Mainly found in
Northern Ireland,
Waterford, Wexford,

Wicklow and Galway.

Neolithic



