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SEADCHOMHARTHAI ADHLACTHA

O RE NA REAMHSTAIRE

Tuamai Dingeacha Ba iad seo an cinedl ba
dheireanai de na tuamai adhlactha meigiliteacha
in Eirinn. Idir c.4300 agus 4000 bliain 6 shin

a rinneadh an chuid is mé acu. Is ionduil 2-3

de leaca a shocru i bhfoirm dinge le leac cdil
amhain agus aon leac mullaigh amhdin trasna
orthu sin in uachtar. Feictear lorg cairn le cuid
acu agus is docha go mbiodh a leithéid thart ar
an seomra, mar a fheictear sa léardid den tuama
i nDaros, in aice le Cinn Mhara (ar an taobh
thoir), Contae na Gaillimhe.

Idir c. 6000 agus 1700 bliain 6 shin, bhiodh coirp
a geur i geairn chloiche, (cairn), i ndumhai cré
(tuaimeanna) agus i mboscai déanta as leaca
(cisteanna). D'fhéadfadh go gcréamfai an corp
n6 nach geréamfai agus ba mhinic earrai, mar
shampla earrai potaireachta né airm, a chur in
éineacht leis an gcorp. Ta mullach réidh cothrom
agus proifil chéimnithe leis an tuama a éiritear
anseo atd i nDoire Mhic Lachna, in aice leis an
Turlach Mér, Contae na Gaillimhe. Ni ga gur aon
chorp amhdin a bheadh adhlactha i dtuama den
chinedl seo.

PREHISTORIC BURIAL
MONUMENTS

Wedge Tombs were the last type of megalithic
burial tombs to be built in Ireland. Most were
constructed between c.4300 and 4000 years
ago. They are usually built with 2-3 sidestones
and a backstone arranged in a wedge shape

and covered with a flat capstone. Some have
traces of a cairn that may have surrounded the
chamber such as that illustrated at Doorus, near
Kinvara, County Galway.

From about 6000 to 1700 years ago, people were
often buried in stone mounds (cairns), earthen
mounds (tumuli) and slab-built boxes (cists).
The bodies could be cremated or unburnt

and were often accompanied by grave goods
such as pottery and weapons. The illustrated
tumulus, which is found at Derrymaclaughna,
near Turloughmore, County Galway, has a flat
summit and a stepped profile. There could be
several burials within this tumulus.
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ARAIS CONAITHE

Liosanna [s ionddil déanamh ciorcail orthu seo
ach ta siad ar féil freisin i gcruth uibhe agus i
gcruth ‘D’ Bhiodh mdr amhain, dhd mhdr no
uaireanta nios moé na sin (ar lios aonmhdrach,
démhdrach né ilmhurach), déanta as créafog (i
gcas ratha) né as cloch (i gcds cathrach), mar
chosaint timpeall ar arais conaithe agus feirme
taobh istigh. Aon gheata amhdin a bhiodh mar
bhealach isteach is amach. Is costil dna méid
(20-60m trasna) gur teaghlaigh a bhain le haon
mhuintir amhdin a dhéanadh cénai iontu. Is
ionduil achar nios fairsinge faoin ddn nd faoin
lios. Meastar go mbaineann an da chineal leis an
ré idir c. 2500-1600 bliain 6 shin.

Crannoéga Ar oiledn i loch tanai né i mbogach a
dhéantai crannég. D’fhéadfadh gur de dhéantus
saorga an t-oilean, adhmad, méin agus clocha
leagtha ina sraitheanna os cionn a chéile.
D’fhéadfadh go mbiodh cénai ar feadh na

bliana i gcrannéga n6 nach mbiodh ach cénai
séasurach nd it folaigh, foscaidh agus faoisimh i
geeist le cuid acu. Ar Loch an Chalaidh in aice le
Cill Chonaill i gContae na Gaillimhe atd an ceann
a thaispedntar anseo.

DWELLINGS

Ringforts are usually circular but can be oval or
D-shaped. One (univallate), two (bivallate) and
sometimes more (multivallate) protective banks
of earth (rath) or stone (caher) enclosed the
domestic farm buildings in the interior. A single
gateway allowed entry. Their size (20-60m in
diameter) suggests they were occupied by one
extended family. Hillforts usually enclose larger
areas. Both types are believed to have been in
use between c. 2500-1600 years ago.

Crannogs are enclosures built on islands in
shallow lakes or marshy areas. The islands can
be man-made from layers of wood, peat and
stone. The structures may have been used as
permanent or seasonal dwelling places or just as
places of refuge. The example shown is in Lake
Callow near Kilconnell, County Galway.




BIA AGUS FOSCADH

Uaimh Thaldn Pasiiste faoin talamh, de dhé-
antUs saorga, atd san uaimh thalun (souterrain).
Ni mar a chéile an fad a bhionn iontu uilig agus
bionn nios mo na leibhéal amhdin agus seomrai
beaga le cuid acu. Is minic gur taobh istigh nd
direach taobh amuigh de lios a thagtar orthu.
Meastar gur mar dit didine agus mar ait chun
earrai a stordil iontu a dhéantai iad. Baineann
siad le ré idir c. 2700-900 bliain 6 shin. Aran
gCarraig Thoir, in aice le Corr na Ména, Co. na
Gaillimhe atd an sampla sa léardid.

Fulacht Fiadh Is ionduil gur i ngar d’fhoinse
uisce a thagtar ar charn de chlocha doite na
scoilte ag an tine, iad i gcruth ddbhdin. Nuair a
bhidis in Gsaid, dhéantai poll, chuirti adhmad leis
na taobhanna agus liontai le huisce é. Chuirti
na clocha ag téamh sa tine in aice ldimhe agus
chuirti an t-uisce ar fiuchadh tri na clocha te a
chur ann. Ceaptar go gcocardilti feoil san uisce
ach d’fhéadfadh go mbiodh sé in Gsaid freisin
le haghaidh folctha né ag déanamh beorach.

Is iad na clocha fuaraithe atd sna carndin a
fagadh. Bhiodh an modh oibre seo in dsdid
tuairim is 4,000 bliain 6 shin. | gCill Chuile,
Cill Ricil, Contae na Gaillimhe atd an dumha a
thaispeantar sa léardid.
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FOOD AND REFUGE

A Souterrain is a man-made underground
passage. They vary in length and can have
changes in level and small chambers. They are
frequently found in or just outside ringforts. It is
thought that they were probably built as places
of refuge and goods storage. They range in

date from c. 2700- 900 years ago. The example
illustrated is in Carrick East, near Corr Na Mona,
County Galway.

Fulacht Fiadh are kidney shaped mounds of
burnt and fire-cracked stone usually found close
to a water source. When in use, a pit was dug,
lined with wood and filled with water. Stones
heated in a nearby fire were placed in the water
to bring it to boiling. It is believed that meat was
then cooked in the water, but it may also have
been used for bathing or even beer making! The
discarded stones form the left over mound. The
method was in use from about 4,000 years ago.
lllustrated mound at Kilcooly, Kilreekil, County

Galway.
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GALLAIN

Galldin Clocha méra neamhghearrtha iad seo
a cuireadh ina seasamh in diteanna suntasacha.
Meastar go dtéann a gcur suas siar go dti tds Ré
an Chré-umha agus anall go dti Ré an larainn.

Bionn siad ar fdil mar ghalldin aonair, ina bpéiri
gallan, ina ronna de thri cinn nd nios mé agus
ina gciorcail.

Niltear cinnte cén Gsaid go direach a bhain leo.
Siltear go bhféadfadh an gallan aonair a bheith
ina chomhartha suntasach ar theorainneacha
idir criocha éagstla, ar bhealai taistil né ar lathair
adhlactha. Ta Iéirithe ag lucht taighde go bhfuil
ronna dirithe gallan ag sineadh ar bhealach a
bhaineann le cursai na gealai n6 na gréine. Is

€ is doiche gur ar mhaithe le deasghndtha no
searmanais éigin a cuireadh suas an chuid is mo
de na galldin.

Grianghraf: An Cnoc Rua, Baile na Cille, Contae
na Gaillimhe
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STANDING STONES

Standing Stones are large, unhewn stones
usually placed upright in prominent locations.
Their construction is believed to date back to
the Early Bronze Age and right up into the Iron
Age.

They can appear as single stones, in pairs, rows
of three or more or in a circle.

Their precise function is unclear. It is thought
that single standing stones may have acted

as markers of territorial boundaries, routes or
burials. Some stone rows have been shown to
have an orientation connected to lunar and /
or solar events. It is most likely that the stones
were erected mainly for ritual and ceremonial
purposes.

Photograph: Knockroe, Ballynakill, County
Galway.
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LUATHRE NA MEANAOISE

Laithreacha Eaglasta 6 Luathré na
Meadnaoise Ta gnéithe éagstla ag gabhdil le
ldithreacha faoi leith.

Bhiodh mdr ciorclach créaféige né cloiche thart
ar an ‘termon’ né an chuid choisricthe. Bhiodh
aireagal beag dronuilleogach ansin leis an doras
ar an gceann thiar, fuinneog sa bhinn thoir agus
dion géarchlaonta agus beanna starracha. Ar na
gnéithe eile a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ar lathair,
bheadh reilig, leaca a mbeadh focail né léardidi
greanta orthu, leaba an naoimh, cloigtheach,
balldin agus tobar beannaithe.

Ni hionduil na gnéithe uilig a bheith ag baint go
dti an 14 atd inniu ann le haon lathair amhain.

Taispedntar sna léaraidi an séipéal i gCill
Tiarndin, Contae na Gaillimhe agus leac le crois

greanta air as Cluain Fearta, Contae na Gaillimhe.

CAald LUavasa

EARLY MEDIEVAL

ECCLESIASTICAL REMAINS

Early Medieval Ecclesiastical Sites
are characterised by a number of features.

The ‘termon’ or holy area was enclosed with

a circular embankment of earth and/or stone.
Within the area was a small, simple, rectangular
oratory with a west doorway, plain east window
a steeply pitched roof and projecting gables

or antae. Other typical features of the site can
include a graveyard, cross incised slabs, saint’s
bed, round tower, bullaun stone(s) and a holy
well.

It is unusual to find all these features surviving
at any one site.

lllustrated are the church at Kiltiernan County
Galway and a cross inscribed slab from Clonfert,
County Galway.
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LUATHRE NA MEANAOISE

Ballan Bionn logan sa bhallan agus is ionddil
gur logan cruinn é. Is minic i seanchas na haite
go gceaptar na clocha seo le naomh agus go
ndeirtear leigheas le fail 6n uisce a bhailionn
sa logdn. Ag Teampall an Tochair, Baile Liam,
Contae na Gaillimhe atd an chloch a l€iritear sa
|éardid, ceanglaitear le Pddraic Naofa i agus le
leigheas ar ghalar sdl. Is décha go mbiodh na
balldin in Usdid ag meilt arbhair trath.

Toibreacha Beannaithe Is minic toibreacha
ceangailte le lathair eaglasta agus 6cdidi
deabhdide i gceist leo. Is iomai cruth agus cuma
ar na toibreacha, idir fhoinsi neamhchairithe,
thithe cloiche maisithe le céimeanna, agus eile.
D’fhéadfadh a bheith de nos abhar a fhagiil le
teann mdide sa tobar (airgead) no ar na crainn

in aice laimhe (piosai éadaigh) agus leigheas

a cheapadh le huisce an tobair. Tarlaionn i
gcdsanna dirithe go mbaineann deasghnatha
casta le cuairt an tobair agus |4 patruin faoi leith,
la fhéile an naoimh lena gceanglaitear an tobar
go hionduil, i gceist anuas go dti an 13 ata inniu
ann. Grianghraf: Tobar na Craobhai Béine, an
Choill Mhor, in aice le Bearna Dhearg, Contae na
Gaillimhe.
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EARLY MEDIEVAL

ECCLESIASTICAL REMAINS

Bullaun Stones have depressions on their
surface which are usually circular. In local
tradition the stones are often associated with

a saint and the water that collects in the
depression with a cure for an ailment. The
stone illustrated is located at Templetogher,
Williamstown, County Galway and is associated
with St Patrick and a cure for eye ailments. It

is likely that bullaun stones had a function as
grinding stones in the past.

Holy Wells are often associated with
ecclesiastical sites and are the focus of
devotion. The wells vary greatly in shape and
ornamentation from simple springs to stone
housings with steps. There may be a tradition of
votive offerings being left in the well (coins) or
on surrounding trees (rags) and a cure associated
with the water. Complex rituals associated with
a visit to the well and pattern days, usually the
anniversary of the saint connected to the well,
can survive. Photograph: Creevaghbaun Well,
Kilmore, near Barnaderg, County Galway.
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CAISLEAIN

Caisledin méta agus babhuin Rinne na
hAngla-Normannaigh caisledin den chineal seo

i ndeireadh an 120 aois. Bhiodh dumha cré, a
mbiodh a mhullach maolaithe, in fochtar chomh
maith le clés martha ar dhéanamh leathchiorcail,
sonnaigh adhmaid agus diog timpeall orthu. Tur
adhmaid a thégtai ar an dumha agus ansin a
chénaiodh an tiarna. Sa bhabhtn a chénaiodh
na saighdidir agus a choinniti na capaill.

Turtheach Caisledin cloiche ar dhéanamh
dronuilleoige a rinneadh idir an 150 céad agus
an ldran 170 céad. Is ionddil iad tri stér nd nios
mé ar airde le huchtbhalla starrach agus dion
beannach in uachtar. Ait stordla bhoghtach a
bhiodh ar stér na talin lena mbiodh gnéithe
cosanta, mar shampla, fuinneoga ctinga, poll
marfach agus doras daingean adhmaid. Ar na
stortha uachtair a bhiodh an t-dras cénaithe,
tinte, leithris agus fuinneoga nios fairsinge.
Bhiodh &ras cénaithe na searbhontai sa
‘bhabhin’ né clés dunta le ballai le taobh an
chaisledin. Caisledn na Pailise, Tine, Contae na
Gaillimhe a thaispeantar sa ghrianghraf.
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CASTLES

Motte and bailey castles were built by the
Anglo-Normans in the late 12th century. They
consisted of a flat topped earthen mound with a
semicircular banked enclosure at the base, both
enclosed by wooden palisades and surrounded
by a ditch. A wooden tower, in which the lord
resided, stood on the mound and the soldiers
and horses were housed in the bailey.

Tower Houses are rectangular stone castles,
built between the I5th and mid-17th century.
They generally had three or more storeys,
topped by a crenellated parapet and gabled roof.
The ground floor acted as a vaulted store with
defensive features such as narrow windows,

a murder hole and a stout wooden door. The
upper floors were living quarters, with fireplaces,
latrines and larger windows. Servants quarters
were in the attached ‘bawn’ or walled courtyard.
The photograph shows Pallas Castle, Tynagh,
Co. Galway.



L A . Wil W b . e e T 5P Ny, - gl T R = o A s . | B e o s "B o A Ja | Bl Pl o - =t P tas w

This illustrated guide has been produced in response to the identified needs of the participants of the ‘Reading Your Local Landscape Course Parts |
and II' delivered in County Galway in 2014 and 2015. It is intended to be a companion guide to the publication Hoctor Z., 2015 ‘Reading Your Local
Landscape - A Heritage Audit Toolkit for Local Community Heritage Groups’ Galway County Council.

Further information with regard to the heritage resources of County Galway and the community groups involved can be accessed at
http://heritage.galwaycommunityheritage.org/content/category/heritage-publications

Text : Zena Hoctor

Photographs: Dr Christy Cunniffe and Zena Hoctor

lllustrations: Rory O’Shaughnessy

Translation: Europus

Graphic Design & Print: Standard Printers

Editor: Marie Mannion

Administrative Support: Grainne Smyth & Marian Donohue

An Action of Galway County Heritage Plan 2010-2016

Funded by Galway County Council & The Heritage Council
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Rinneadh an treoir [éirmhaisithe seo a chur ar fail d’fhonn freastal do riachtanas na ndaoine a ghlac péirt sa chursa (cuid | agus cuid 2) faoi Léargas ar an
Taobh Tire i do Thimpeall a cuireadh ar sidl i gContae na Gaillimhe i rith na mblianta 2014 agus 2015. T4 de rin go mbeadh si ina treoir bhreise ag gabhiil
leis an bhfoilseachan Hoctor Z., 2015 ‘Reading Your Local Landscape - A Heritage Audit Toolkit for Local Community Heritage Groups’ Galway County
Council.

Ta breis eolais maidir le hacmhainni oidhreachta i gContae na Gaillimhe agus leis na grdpai pobail a oibrionn ina leith ar fdil ar
http://heritage.galwaycommunityheritage.org/content/category/heritage-publications
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Grianghraif: An Dr Christy Cunniffe agus Zena Hoctor
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Aistritichan: Europus

Dearadh CGrafaice & Cléchuradéireacht: Standard Printers

Eagarthoir: Marie Mannion
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Beart seo a thagann faoi scath Phlean Oidhreachta Chontae na Gaillimhe 2010-2016
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