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INTRODUCTIOM :

In the Hills of Connemara

Keep your eyes well peeled today,
the tall tall men are on their way,
searching for tche mountain tae,

in the hill of Connemara.

Songs and stories and legends abound about a traditien chat
has existed from time immemorial in the mountainous parts
of rural Ireland and still exists to some degree in remote
parts of Connemara today.

The tradition of brewing one's own alcoholic beverages viz.
poitin making, is an ancient craft dating possibly as far
back as the Bronze Age and the consumption of these
beverages played an important role in the social and
economic history of Ireland. It was only when levies
were Iintroduced by Parliament in Great Britain in the
seventeenth century that legal and illegal spirics became a
realitcy.

In this report, which I hope will be both informative and
humorous, I intend to trace the misty origins of distilling
poitin, its chequered past which has an intcrigquing,
colourful and controversial history, and the law as it
relates to poitin.

I also propose to examine its supposed medical properties -
its cures - and also its devastating effects on both the
mental and physical well-being of its imbibers.

This 18 not intended to be a comprehensive work on the
subject, nor as a dull and scholarly opus., rather it is a
miscellany of items .and photographs concerned with the
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history of peoitin making up to' the present day where the
ancient art of peitfn continues to flourish in Connemara.

A notorious drunkard, the playwright Brendan Behan, who was
no stranger to a drop of the cratur, is guoted as saying:
*No matter what anyone tells you about the fine old drep of
mountain dew, it stands to sense that a few old men sitting
up in the back of a haggard in the mountains with milk
churns and all sorts of impoverished apparatus cannot hope
to make good spirits.”® Dezspite thiz reasoned view, he
frequently parteook of it.

Poirin making in Connemara will always have its advocates
who will extol ice wirtues. It continues to appeal because
it flies in the face of the Church, State and Medical
Profession. In this exercise, I propose to explain why

this is =zo and, hopefully, to reach some conclusion as to
the bhest way to alleviate the problem, curb its influence
and limit its production.




THE AMCIENT CRAFT OF PGITfH MAKEING
1.1 wWhat is poicin?

Poteen derives its name from poicin *a little porc" of
whiskey made in priwvate stills, while the term pdit usually
refers to the act of tippling or drinking to excess. In
Ireland, through time it has come to mean a strong
colourless spiric, not unlike whiskey in taste, which is
illegally manufactured and upon which no duty is paid.
Distillation is the key to good poitin but if not properly
distilled, it can result in a hangover, blindness,
insanity, ruin, murder or ignominicus death in a muddy
ditch. It is simply made from the fermented mash of grain.
or indeed any other substance which happens to be at hand.
The best is made from barley, but the peelings from the
common spud will do at a pinch and desperate men have been
known to distil the scraps from yesterday's dinner.

Each area has its own recipe for making poictin involving
malt and sugar or treacle or beet or potatoes, depending on
the market price and the availability of whatever substance
they prefer. Tourists seeking Irish souvenirs are not
infregquently sold bad poitfn and teld it is *a drop of the
guare stuff.* The only "guare stuff" likely to be in it is
Parazone or Bluestone.

SEome parts of the country have their own particular
ingredients for making poitin but most are variations on
the standard one used in the Connemara area. This contains
barley. sugar and yeast. It is the slowest method of all
but, according to poitin connoisseurs, produces the best
moonshine of all.

1.2 Equipment neceasary for poitin making:

1. A 5till {usually a steel barrel, copper cylinder
eke. )



2. A 5till Head (usually a Guinness barrel cut in
half) '

3. A Worm (piece of coppdr piping)

4. A Cooler {(usually a steel barrel)

5. A Gas Cylinder with burner or, in olden times, a
Eurf Fire
Barrels for Wash
Container for poitin coming from scill (usually a
plastic bucket)

i
1.3 Ingredients regquired:

Water

R

Grain {usually barley)
Sugar
Yeast

Treacle

o LA e LR

Sometimes potatoes are added
1.4 Dilstilling of poitin:

Barley is first steeped in water for a fortnight until it
Pegins Lo sprout. Then Lt 18 taken out and dried owver an
open [ire until the sprouts begin to recede. The next
stcage is crushing the barley and when this is completed, it
is put into a 40-80 gallon barrel of water with vyeast and
SUgar. The amount of barley used wvariezs from 4-6 st.
depending on the size of the barrel.

Thizs mixture is left to ferment for 4-5 dayvs. At first the
mixture becomes warm during the early stages of
fermentation but eventually goes ice-cold. The barley
sinks to the bottom of the barrel and the liquid substance
becomes beer.

Mow it is ready for distilling. The beer is then placed in
the still and heated by means of an open fire or a gas
fire. The steam from this brew passes through the still
head and into the worm which passes through a cooler full
of water thus returning the steam to liguid. This liquid
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igs called peoitin. The firsc fan is called singlings and
forty gallons of beer will yield only twenty gallons of
this. It is then put through the process a second time
{doubled) . The brew is not usually put through a third
time but, if it is, it makes abour five gallons (thirds) -
the best poitin of all.

Two other methods are also used in Connemara which produce
very bad peitin but in a much shorter time. For these
processes, beet pulp and treacle are the main ingredients.
Beet pulp. sugar and veast are put into a barrel and
allowed to ferment for four to five dayvs. Having been run
through three or four times, the hard stuff is ready for

market .

The third method is to mix treacle, sugar and yeast and
allow them to ferment for a fortnight. Run it through the
gtill a few times and it is ready for sale.

The last two methods are used extensively now because they
avoid a lot of the tedious fermentacion process which is
all too open to discovery by the Gardai.

Another ruse with moonshiners is to use high pressure
cylinders of gas. This heats the still quickly and more

gefficiently than the old turf fire. It alsoc makes
detection by the Gardai more difficult as the tell-tale
smoke from a turf fire is no longer present.
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POITIN - A CHEQUERED PAST
2.1 Past History

Poitfn making, or illicit distillation, continues in partcs
of Connemara into modern times. The homemade spirit
formerly made here was undoubtedly one of the best whiskeys
produced in the whole of Ireland. It burned with a clear
white flame and was as clehr as spring water, but its
distillation has been illegal for a considerable length of
time. Prior to the year 1860 there was no levy on spirits.
A5 a result of continuous warfare, the Crown endeavoured to

raise taxes to finance their army. This led to a lewvy
being introduced on spirits in 1661. This levy was
completely ignored in Ireland. From 1664 onwards, the

state attempred to regulate distilleries throughout the
country by passing various Statutes. Towards the end of
the sevenceenth cencury., large distilleries were paying a
duty of one and a half new pence on every gallon of spirits
produced. In 1731 another Act was passed to prohibit
disrillation *in the mountainous parts of the Kingdom
remote from any market town.® The practice remained legal
until 1760 when a third Act was passed making private
distillation unlawful wunless it was licenced by Cthe
authorities. By 1770 the duty on spirits or whiskey had
risen to four new pence per gallon., It was raised to six
new pence in 1775; and by 1815 it stood at thirty and a
half new pence.

This high duty resulted in the creation of two new
professions, those of the illicit whiskey distiller and
their foes, the Revenue Police, established by the Board of
Excise in 1818. Pecple were unwilling te pay high prices
for their liquor if they could purchase cheaper duty-free
drink, especially since there appeared te be little
difference in the gquality of licensed and unlicenced
whiskey, apart from the price. From that time onwards, a
state of war existed between the poitin makers and the
authorities, a war that- has continued into modern times.

10




The Revenue Officers relied heavily on informers. By 1823
an official government report admitted that the peoitfn
makers of Ireland were pruaucing a drink "consumed
principally by the better classes where price is of ne
consequence but gualicy is everything.* The poicfin maker
worked at his own pace whereas the legal distilleries,
makers of “parliamentary whiskey". sacrificed guality for
gquantity.

Fr. Mathew's (1790-1861) Temperance Campaign of the 1830s,
the Geat Hunger of the 1840z, the Reforms instituted in the
Land League times and pressure from the Catholic bishops
led to the decline in the number of poitfn makers. When
Inspector H.A. Robinson called to islands on behalf of the
Local Government Board in 1881, his arrival on the gunboat
H.M.S5. Bruiser “was at first regarded as a wisit of a
hostile nature.... The guilty consciences of the
proprietors of the illicit whiskey stills felt troubled.-
Robinson was allowed to land after reassuring the people
that there were no police aboard the wvessel and there was
no record of the Lecal Government Board "having betrayed
any animosity toward the peoictin.® He wrote that "the
illicit whiskey is manufactured to a considerable extent in
the islands and sold in large gquantities throughout che
country.* He also stated that poitfn making was the main
livelihood of the islanders as the land was of poor
guality. Between 1919 and 1%22, during the War of
Independence, the R.I.C. were so preoccupied with fighting
the I.R.A. that there was an upsurge in the production of
poitin. The Sinn Féin courts established in this period
prosecuted the poitin makers just as wvigorously as their
British counterparts had done with much the same type of

results.

2.2 Present History

Poitin was mainly distilled in the early 19%30s and 1940s in
Counties Donegal and Antrim. It was also distilled in the
Border Counties but with the outbreak of the Troubles in
the 1970s, the practice declined. It was only in the late
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19405 and early 1950s that irilicir. distillation commenced
to any great degree in Connemara where it has flourished
since, It is in the rugged Lerrain around
Ballinakill/Lettermullen that ¥ou see the old craft
practiced still. <Christmas is the high point of the year
for poitin manufacturers and galesmen in these parts. Much
of the merchandise is brought all over the country and co
England and America by holidaying exiles and it is the
months leading up to the festiviries that Garda activicy is
intensified to curtail the manufacture and supply of
poitin.

(
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POTITIN AREAS OF DISTILLATION

3.1 Places of Disgtillatiocn

1. Lettermore/Lettermullen area including the
uninhabited islands of Inis Eirc, Dinish,
Friothldn Beg, Friothldn Mdér and Caishen.

2. Carrarce and the Seanafeistin, Glionnain and

Lochaunbeg areas of Inverin.

Derryrush and Camus area of Rosmuc.

Pillagh and Slieveaneanna areas of Moycullen.

Poll na Pheist and Pholill areas of Spiddal.

Collinamuck and Wormhole areas of Oughterard and

the uninhabited islands of Lough Corrib, including

Lee's Island, Gurlawn Island and Oiledin gan ainm.

[ S ¥ 1 R = W

3.2 ZBocial Factors:

The realicy of poitin making is bound up with the harshest
facrs of rural life in the rugged and windswept regions of
Connemara - stoney land, small holdings and a water table
which leaves much of the ground useless for agriculture.
All the producers of poitfin are unemployed and are in
receipt of unemployment assistance. Poitcfn provides a
iecnnd income and the remoteness of the terrain helps to
tonceal its presence. There are 480,000 acres of land in
Connemara and about 60% to 70% is under commonage. The
- age affords a cover for poitfn making and, unless

r;---ht in the act, it is very difficult to prove ownership
' equipment or spirits found. Poitin making provides
Sccupational theraphy in areas ravaged by the scourge of
Ifi: ployment and devoid of any agricultural pursuits. It
%ﬁh: provides extra finance particularly over the Christmas
od having regard to the fact that a bottle of peoitin
ean be produced for as little as £2 and sold for £6 while a
;_1_*:-- of whiskey costs £17. Duty has to be paid on
1e ate whiskey. The State takes a staggering £10.50 in

on every litre of whiskey distilled (see overleaf).



Price of litre of Whiskey

Gne {1.} litre of 'I'E‘EI.HJ-E-E.‘I B L L P, E1T .00 {rﬁtﬂ.il}

mt,:f paid on litre of 'hj-ﬂka:ri!-lll'lI-Ill'i'!Illl!!-l-lii!lll £ 8,68 {nxniaa duty

Illilrllqnillll-l|-|-li1--|-a.-=ll- .E- g-Eﬂ' !?J:Tsl

Tutﬂll-tiliiiillltuil ETGrE‘q

* Above

figures are supplied by the Revenue Commissioners,
Galway for year 1992,

Custom's House,




3.3 Btudy of regions where poitin is made:

The main peoitfn making area in Connemara is in the
Lettermore/Lettermullen region of South Connemara. It
includes a number of inhabited islands joined by a series
of bridges with a population of approximately 1500.
Situated off the coast are the uninhabited islands of Inis
Eirc, Domhainis, Friothlan Beg, Friothlan Mdr and Caishen
which are approximately 1/4 mile from the mainland. The
region is composed of about 90% commonage. There are about
twelve people making poitin in this area. The islands are
visited by people from the mainland who make poitfn there
and transport it back home by boat. There were Cwenty
successful raids for poitfn in this region during 1991 and
Eive were prosecuted in connection with breaches of the
Illicit Distillacion Acts. The islands are visited by the
official Garda hoat based at Oughterard during raids in the
region. 3,500 gallons of wash (value €£10,000) was
discovered in the course of raids in this area in 1991 and
£2.000 worth of sgpirits and eguipment was seized and
~@isposed of. Poitin is usually disposed of by selling the

Einished product in Galway city and county in bread vans,

artle trucks and trucks. Some of it is transported across
bay to Rosmuc and Kilkerrin for sale in Co. Mayo and
Aran Islands,

Eollinamuck and the Wormhole areas of Cughterard have
tionally made peoitin. This is an area that is more
*luded and wooded than Lettermore/Lettermullen. The
Bitin is usually made along the shores of Lough Corrib and
iee 5 Island and Gurlawn Island and Oiledin gan ainm.
B official beat at Oughterard visits these islands and
‘Selzure was made during 1991. The wvalue of this
izure was £100. There are approximately five poitifn
225 in this region and again the area of commonage would




* Humber of seizures made under Illicit Distillstion Acts
iin Connemara between years 19682 - 197 which show & marked

decrease from a high of 49 in years 1985-86 to 27 in yvears
1950=-19591,
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The factors that would cause poitin manufacture te flourish
in the Lettermore/Lettermullen area would alsos be
applicable in the Carraroe/Spiddal/Rosmuc/Moycullen regions
of Connemara. They have the same geographical
characteristics and socio-economic factors.

3.4 Garda Searches

Garda activity in relation to poitin eradication usually

involves four Gardai and the official boat and car. Having

‘reached their destination, they carry out a systematic
§ Search of the area for any signs of illicit distillacion.
‘They are usually in possession of search warrants under
‘section 17 of the Illicit Distillation Act 1831 signed by a
‘Judge or a Peace Commissioner. They search dwelling houses
‘and outhouses as well as the uninhabited and barren
wasteland. A search is also carried out on any islands in
Ehe area by the official boat at Oughterard. Three Gardai
msually undertake this erip while the other Garda remains
th the official patreol car. Check points are set up and
Power to search vehicles is contained at Section 18 of
& licit Distillation Act 1831. Any evidence of illicit
istillation is noted and samples of spirits distilled or

her poitin equipment seized., Samples are forwarded to
Forensic Science Laboratory at the Phoenix Park.
in, to be analysed, All barrels are broken and two
25 and a ring of the barrel are retained for productcicn
d Court, A sample of wash is alsc retained at the site
gnd the rest is spilled., While the Garda may *scatter,
“?Q 1, break up and destroy*® spirits and materials,
plements or utensils for distillacion, no power is
iferred to destroy a building. All persons present are
#ally cautioned and their reply noted. Most of the
'[E“=:t and wash is concealed in any secluded area and is
i found under the ground. Poitfn is usually made in an
near water to facilitate the making of poitin and to
_;;ﬁa guick escape by boat. Three people are usually
-f;=+ in making poitin - one keeping a lookout, one

g to the fire and one attending to the finished

Bt poicin. 135




1. Arrival of Search party 2. DMscovery of Stillhouse.

3. Foitin egquipment 4, destroying the brew.
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In the Lettermullen area, barrels of wash have been found
buried in the sand on the shore above high water level and
are completely covered with sand. The only indication that
they are hidden there iz a black P.V.C. pipe which extends
from the top of the barrel onto the beach. It always faces
east. This pipe releases the gas resulting from che
fermentaction intc the open and the reason it faces east is
Lo prevent sand from blowing into the barrels. It is not
‘uncommon to come on several of these pipes visible in the
sand during searches. In fact it is a common practice to
conceal barrels of wash underground and can be difficule to
detect. They are usually covered with lumpes of earth or
sheets of galvanise and can he very well concealed at
‘Cimes.

The map overleaf shows areas where poitfn is discilled in
Connemara.

3.5 Frequency of Garda Searches:

da searches usually take place once a week throughout
year and are increased to twice a week at Christmas.
element of surprise has always to be a factor plus the
lability of Gardaf te search islands when organising
5. Night searches, particularly to shebeens, are
Imgerous and it is important that a sufficient number of
@rdail are available for this duty. Early morning
f:t-~-1nts are invaluable when arranging duties as they
nt poitfn from being transported out of the poitfn
Bg areas and thus limit supplies.

16
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POITIN AND THE LAW
by

4.1 Prineipal Legislation

The law dealing with illicit distillation is contained in
the follewing Acts of Parliament:

Tllicic Distillation Act, 1831 and 1857

spirits (Ir.) Act, %854

Revenue {No.2) Act 1861

Intoxicating Liquor {General) Act, 1924 Section 26
and 27

3. Intoxicating Liguor Act, 1860, Section 22

e L b

Distillers engaged in the manufacture of spirits must hold
a special licence from the Revenue Commissioners. The
manufacture, sale or possession of illicit spirits is
illegal and is a serious offence. To counteract illicit
distillation certain commocdities used in the manufacture of
illicit spirits are controlled. In the prevention of
Illicit Distillation Orders, 1928, 1929 and 1930, areas are
defined in which permits are necessary for the sale,
purchase, possession or removal of molasses, treacle,
golden syrup, malt, yeast, hops, treacle meal and molassine
meal which containg £5% or 45% of treacle respectively. A
permit (specimen overleaf) for the sale, purchase,
possession or distribution o6f these commodities is
necessary and this permit is issued by the local
Superintendent or member in charge of the Garda Statien
according to the purpose for which the permit is required.
The controlled areas are known as scheduled areés and
Connemara is such an area. Dealers in such commodities are
bound to keep registers of transactions and the Gardai may
inspect such records at all reasonable times with the
trader's consent.

Provision is made for the issue of search warranks co
authorise entry by force, search for and geize illicie

17
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spirits manufactured or partly manufactured, the containing
vessels and any skills etec. used for the manufaccure of
such spirits. Provisicon is alsbt made for searches without
warrant. Sec. 18 of the Illicit Distillation Act 1831.

The principal Act which is used by the Garda Siochdna for
enforcing the law in relation to breaches of the above is
the Illicit Distillation Act 1831. The main provisions of
this Act are as follows:
{
Sec. 16 Persons having a still, wash ete. in their
possession without a licence,
Sac, 20 Garda may spill and destroy all spirits seized.
Sec, 22 Persons keeping or concealing spirits on which
duty was not paid.

Sec. 23 Proof lies on person that duty has been paid on
spirits.
Sec., 24 Selling or delivering illicit spirits.

Sec. 26 All wvehicles, including cars, containing spirics
may be seized.

Sec. 27 Persons having interest in wash etc., used in
illicit distillation commit offence.

Sec. 28 Fearsons who permit illicit distillacion at any
place.
Seg. 29 Persons armed with any offensive weapons or use

force or cbstruct Gardai.

Sec. 30 Persons who cause any signal to be given to
person involved in illicic discillation.

Sec. 38 Persons coming forward to claim still may be
convicted on own confession.

Sec. 47 FPermits all goods seized to be sold.

4.2 Powers - Illicit Distillation
fa) Search Warranti
If any member of the Garda Sicchdna shall know or cause to

suspect that any still, wvat, coocler or other wvessel used in
distillation, or any a3pirits or low wines or other

18
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THE DISTRICT COURY

Infurmatinn T

¢ cublie Prosecutidiayplainant, District Court Area of Derzynec,.

o -_-I-l.--:'a:.--?-'_'..;'h.—.- L
D:fmidnll. District No, e
)
The information of Sergeant ~eme—"

of An Garda Siochana, Cuchterard, Co, Galway . who says on cath
(ur afficmation) :

(1 swear by Aloighty God that the evidence I shali give in this case

i1l be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth),

- =

1t o munber of the Carde Siochana stationed at Cdghterard, Co. Galway.

% yuralt of information I have regeived and facts in my possession I have
eiitin: w0 sucpect ond I do suspect that I114oit apirits, beer, worms, wansh,

R —

- —

seili, #till head arc being kect in the dmll:inghnuuu or nuthqusuﬁ; ef one

. *

1 tharefore _prf:l:.r for o warrant to mmxER enter and search for the Bsld apirito
T ry . -

and ote. and to suize sama in the dwellinghousc or outhouses of the said

=
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b 2 «. . AN CHUIRT w THE DISTRICT COURT

I:l"'.-'_lllil-‘l Court Area wl......... ... I:I'r:r:r;.rnan. ............. FRREE=H FARL : District Mo.............. ?"
_-.-"-.l o s

SPECIAL WARRANT TO SEARCH

SECTION 17 OF THE ILLICIT DISTILLATION (IRELAND) ACT, 1831 (1 & 2 WM. IV,
L —
CAP. 55} AS EXTENDED BY SECTION 22 OF THE INTOXICATING LIQUOR ACT, 1960

Director Cf Tublie Prosecutions,

Lomplamal s i i i s L e e e L L i Mo in Minule
! Book :

BORTCIMINIL 1= 2o syt e o S S AR T 2 I

WHEREAS it appears on the aath of........ Bergeant Soweaaeawpemr,

of...... 20 Sirda Stochana, Oughterard, Co. Galway

that there is ressonable ground 1o suspect that (1) Bny private or concealed atill, or
back, vat, cooler, or other vesssl uged in Illiedt distillation, or any Illiecit

splrits, low wines, wort or wash, or other matorials Preparing or prepered for
distillation . :

[*) iy wre aef up or kepr Wi s B R R A R A 9T o e B e s e A 4
within  Whe  court  area  and  district  sforessid.  in  (he house or  premises

THIS 15 TO AUTHORISE AND EMPOWER you, by day or by night, to break open the
'

dnors or any part of juch house or place where you 30 (*) know suspect that such (1) any private on

conccaled atill, ar any back, vat, cecler, or other vessel used in.I1l4edt
distillation, or any Illicit Spirits, low wines wopt or wash, or othor materials
sreparing er prepared for distillation '

I°} i wre w3t wp kept and to enter into such house or place and to seize all and every such (*)

any nrivate or concealed 31111, or any back, wvat, cooler, or other vedkeol
used in 1llicit distillatiol, or any 111101t spirits, low wines, wort , wash,
or nther materials preparing oer prepared for distillation :

which shall he there found and discoversd and cither to datain and kezp the same in Ih; houie
of place where found or 10 remove the mame to the ﬂm:lm of excise next 1o the place where the

wame shall be =0 discovered and found, L

Ciiven under my hand ||l.{""“E“t'a‘r‘“‘m|".:“"'th‘:l"',:"?'-5|r

IR, ..o pea O e e 19.86 h
B T - m {PEACE COLIZSICHER) ; ‘+ j
T Uke" Kiupdeisitoallent of the Garda Siochdna ok




materials prepared for distilldtion are set up or kept at
any house or place, he shall on information on cath before
a District Justice or Peace Commissioner apply for a
warrant. Such warrant shall authorise such officer or
Garda by day or night enter any place where he shall know
or suspect such private or concealed still etec. or spirits
are concealed or kept. He is authoriszsed co seize all such
stills or spirits and to detain or keep same in the place
where found or te remove to office of exise or Garda
Station. The proprietor of such place shall be guilty of
offence. If any person shall obstruct, oppose or hinder
any officer of excise or Garda in searching or seizing such
stills or spirits., he shall be guilty of any offence
contrary to Section 17 of the Illicit Distillation Act
1831

Section 22 (1) of the Intoxicating Liguor Act 1960 extends
the powers mentioned above to carry out a search of
dwelling house and outhouses.

(b} Arrest without warrant:

parsong found in the room or place where illegal
discillation is in process, may be arrested and taken
before a District Justice.

Section 1% Illicic Distillation Act 1B6l.

any member of the Garda Siochdna may stop and detain any
person who shall be found removing any still or any spirits
of any kind and may examine such still or spirits and any
such permit accompanying such spirits and if such spirits
have been illegally distilled, they may be seized by a
member of the Garda Siochdna and the offender may be
arrested without warrant.

Section 25 Illicit Distillacion Act 1861.

Hote:
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There is no time limit as to when proceedings may be

instituted. If any person liable to be arrested and
detained shall not be detained at the time of committing
the offence for which he is so liable, or after detention
shall make his escape, any Garda may stop, arrest and
detain such person at any time afterwards. [Section 237
Illicit Distillation Act 1831),.

Penalty:

The amount of every fine imposed or other monetary penalty
incurred for an offence under the Illicit Distillation Act
1831 or authorised to be imposed by this Act is £1,000 per
Customs and Excise (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1988,

Section 27 (5) of the Intoxicating Liquor (Gen.) Act 1924
also provides that a person convicted of an offence under
the Act of 1831 may, in lieu of any penalty imposed, be
sentenced, in the case of the first offence, to six months
imprisonment, and, in the case of subsequent offence, to
twelve months imprisonment. Section 39 of the Illicit
Distillacion Act 1B31 provides for the mitigation of
penalties.

4.3 Disposal of 1lligcit distillation aquipment and
material

Seizures made under the Illicit Distillation Actes 1831 and
1875 will be disposed of as follows without prior reference
co the Revenue Commissioners:

{a) Seizures of wash, spirits and malt and such materials
will be destroyed locally.

(b) Still, still heads and worms seized and forfeited will
be cut up and broken into pieces. If of commercial
value, sold by tender.

{c) Equipment of commercial or scrap wvalue, piping etec.

and materials will be s0ld by tender. Gas cylinders
will not be scld but a report will be forwarded to
Commissioner (QOperations) Legal Section.




{d} When a small guantlty ﬂflspirits ot exceading one
gallon) is found in a wehicle where there is no
previous convicrion by che''offender concerned., the
Revenue Commissioners will nob object to the
restoration of the wvehicle. In every other case the
gquestion of a disposed vehicle should be referred to
the Revenue Commissioners.

{e} Equipment and materials of no commercial value will be
destroyed.

(£} Articles seized should not be disposed of until after
Court hearing.

{g} Tenders for purchase of equipment and materials will
be submitted to the Divisional Officer who may
authorise the acceptance of the highest tender.

th) Proceeds of sales submitted at the end of each gquarter
to Office of Revenue Commissioners.

4.4 Rewards for Revenue Duty ({(Illicit Distillation
hcta) i

Rewards for good detections and seizures under the Illicitc
Distillation Acts are made pericdically by the Revenua
commissioners to members who are responsible for the
conviction of persons found engaged in illicit
discillation, or in the possession of the products thereof,
or for the seizure of materials and articles used in the
manufacture of illicit spiritcs. Thae Reward Board will
decide the amount to be paid. The seizure of molasses does
not gqualify for a monetary reward under the Illicic
Digeillation AcEs.

Rewards will be claimed by Garda Headguarters from ﬁata on
Form C. 12 submitted and signed by all the detecting Gardai
in respect of each detection. Forms C©. 13 will be
submicted when the offender is convicted in Court. All ¢,
122 and C. 138 have to be forwarded to reach Commissioner
Cperations (Rewards) Headguarters not later than fourteen
days from the date of seizure or the date of the Court,

whichever is applicable:




A consolidated Annual Return on Form €. 79 in respect of
seizures, prosecutions, convictions etc. under the Illicic
Distillation Acts will be forwarded by Divisional Officer
for vear ending December llst to Commissioner Operations
{(Rewards) before February 1lst.




Value of Illegal Dist. Materials et (For completion of C 12)

5till head £3. 00p

Worm £15.00p
Still £15.00p

Bottle of Poteen £6.00p
Gallon of Poteen £25.00p

Wash 60 gallons = £100.00p
Cooler  E£15.00p

Barrel (Timber) £15.00p
Barrel (Steel) £12.00p




POITIN AND YOUR HEALTH

L

5.1 Effects of drinking poitin in Connemara:

Poitin, when consumed, is a depressant not a stimulant. It
acts on the contreol cencres of the brain te depress them.
This allows the person to exhibit certain kinds of
behaviour and attitudes that are usually repressed, The
most common picture of acyte intoxicacion is one of
confusion, disorientation and an unsteady gait. Sometimes
these manifegtations are accompanied by disturbing
hallucinations. Often the chronic drinker of poitin
exhibits delirium tremens, a disturbance that is freguently
factal. Frequently also the individual becomes confused,
has hallucinations and develops various kinds of paralyses.
As brain deterioration continues from persistent
consumption of poitin, the individual may develop wvaricus
kinds of mental illnesses.

5.2 Deadly reality about poitin:

The deadly reality about drinking poitfin is the number of
deaths that it causes. The poitfn is also believed to be
largely responsible for the high incidence of psychiatric
problems as well as contributing to marital and family
difficulties in the Connemara area. The reality is that
poitin drinking is responsible for battered wives,
abandoned children, stripped homes and hospital beds filled
with men whose liver or hearts are irreparably damaged.

5.2 Views of Fr. Martin Long, formerly curate of
Tir @an Fhia, Lattarmora:

Fr. Martin Long, formerly a curate in Tir an Fhia (1982-
1990), states that while serving as a priest in the South
Connemara area, he has known of seven deaths which were
directly related to drinking poitin. “Poitin is being
badly abused in Connemara and there is great local concern
among the people about i.., Once people start drinking it,
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they stick with it. Aall age groups are now drinking it.
It has increased in pnpulafity with young pecople. The
price factor is a major consideration as is the terrible
unemployment problem. Up to 80% of all men over 18 are
unemployed in this area and this has toe be taken into
account. There is also some very bad poitfin being produced
= I'm told scme of it is pure poison. Apart from the seven
deaths in my time from peoitin, it has also been responsible
for an amount of family breakups and so is a dangeraus
problem indeed. * ;
5.4 Views of Dr. Pat O'Malley, Carraroa, Co.
Galway:

Dr. Pat O'Malley who is a native of Béal an Daingin,
Lectermore, Co. Galway, has been practising in Carrarce
since 1977 and said that he could recall at least Cwency
deaths as a direct result of poitfn during his time as a
G.P. "*But it could as easily be double that figure,® he
claimed. "It is not unusual for a poitfn drinker to spend
a week or a fortnight drinking poicin solidly. It weuldn't
be unusual for these pecple to fall into a boghele and be
found later suffering from exposure. The preblem with it
is the availability and the price. You can buy nearly four
bottles of poitin for the same price as a bottle of
whiskeay . That fact probably accounts for che inersasing
number of young people turning to it. I've seen a fourteen
year old unconscious from poitin. The most common problem
with hardened poitin drinkers would be alecoholic gastritis,
problems with the liver, depression, withdrawal symptoms
or, very often, they have to be admitted to hospital for
detoxification. In certain areas of Connemara there would
be a wvery high percentage of the people admicﬁed ED
hospital as a direct result of drinking poitin. This would
also apply to admissions to psychiatric hospitals. The
stuff is addictive and the problem has got worse. Young
pecple with no jobs to do can easily wind up in a shebeen
for an all-night party. The hardened drinkers would be
capable of putting away two or three bottles a day. But
much of the mq?&rn poiein can't be of good guality. It is
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t,
made too fast to be good, according to older men, many of

whom would not touch the stuff made in a couple of days.

Years ago it took 4-6 weeks to make to ensure purity.*




s

5.5 Stronger and deadlier than brandy:

Whiskey and brandy which is sold over the counter is 70%
proof (40% by volume). A sample of poitin which is always
analysed at the Forensic Science Lahoratory, Phoenix Park,
Dublin, can contain a staggering l00% proof or 60% alcohol
by wolume. The higher the concentration of alcohol, the
greater the danger of acute alcoholic peoisoning,
parcicularly in the hands of inexperienced drinkers.
Ahcute/chroniec intoxication can result from rapid digestion
of alcohol, particularly on an empty stomach and this can
result in coma, brain damage or death. Pure (100%) alcohol
could not be drunk because it is an irritant to the lining
of the stomach and intestines. The higher the
concentration, the greater the irritant effect. An
incorrect cut of the distillate could also result in some
potentially toxic materials being distilled over into the
poitin. This is more likely teo increase the chances of a
hangover than to cause permanent damage. The higher tche
concentration of alcohol, the greater the danger of acute
alcoholic poisoning, particularly in the hands of the
inexperienced drinker. There is no form of guality contrel
in the production of poitin. The poitin is usually
distributed in old whiskey bottles or other botcles and
there is complete absence of quality control in tche
production procedures.

The cork is usually unsealed and (not surprisingly) the
source/manufacturer is often unknown. Adulteratcion by
dilution either with water (possibly of doubtful purity) or
by the addition of other liguids is always a significant
risk. There is also the possibility that toxic materials
such as weedkiller have previously been stored in the
botrles used for distribution and that contamination can
occur. The addition of Parazone or other such substances
in poitin can have a fatal result.




FOLELORE AND POITIN

6.1 Anecdotes and poitin:

There are many hilaricus stories told about poictin, soma
true, others perhaps fictiticus, but I would like to recall
here some of the steries as related to me by my colleagues
in Oughterard District:

2 38 Two members were on poitin duty in Lettermullen. They
carried out a search of a shebeen known as Bradley*s. They
seized a half bottle of poitin. wWhile the owner of the
house was being guestioned by the members, Bradley knocked
the bottle of poitin on the floor and broke it. One of Ehe
members scaked up the poitin with a handkerchief which
contained enough to convict him.

28 While searching a house in Lettermullen for poitin,
bottles were found in the cot where a child slept and two
were found under the mattress in a pram where 3 baby was
asleep. A bottle was found between a woman's legs in the
same locality. A woman was also known te conceal 2 bottle
of poitin in her bosom when questioned by Sergeant Crofton.

i There are many strange places where wash or poitfn
have been concealed - 4 barrels of wash was found concealed
underneath the floor of a hayshed - the hayshed was full of
hay .

7 bottles were found in a pile of chips dumpted ocutside a
house,

Bottles of poitin were hidden in the washing machine while
more bottles were hidden in dirty linen in the middle of a
kitchen floor.

4. D/Garda walked into Bradley's shebeen. The owner of
the house did not recognise him as a Garda. He mistook him
for fear na mbeithioch (Dept. of Agriculture official) and
gave him a cup of poitin. He was convicred for same.




5. While on point duty a Garda stopped a man on a Honda
carrying a satchel on the carrier. when asked what was in
the satchel, he answered, "A rabbit." It contained a
gallon of poitin.

6. While on a search of a house at Lettermullen the
Gardali were seeking to gain admittance but were refused.
On looking in through the window they observed the owner at
the kitchen sink with a bottle of poitfn in each hand,
pouring it down the sink. Both taps were running at the
game time., He then allowed them in but no poitin was
found.

T On recent poitfn duty a shebeen was found in a most
unusual place on top of an outhouse with a ladder extending
from the ground to the roof of this ocuthouse,

8. While on poitfn duty in Lettermore a man on a pedal
cycle threw away a bottle of poitfn when he saw the
approaching patrol car and cycled as fast as he could up a
bye-rocad. When the patrol car caught up with him he Was
questioned as to what he had thrown away. To which he
replied. "A snot.® The bottle of poitfn was recovered and
he was convicted.

9, While on poitin duty at Ballinakill £150 in cash was
found in a jacket at the scene. There was nobody present.
The jacket and money were removed to Lettermore Garda
Station. Some time later a man came and claimed his jacket
and money. He was convicted under the Tllicit Distillation
Acte.

10. Keys with the Reg. No. of a car were found at a
stillhouse at Trabane on commonage. The car belonged to
suspect and cone of the keys opened his caravan. He was
convicted.

11. A raid was carried out on an illegal distillery in the
Inverin area. All the equipment and spirits seized were
removed to Inverin Garde: Station - a lock-up Garda Station.
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On the following day a break-in was discovered at the
station and all the equipment and spirits were stolen.

12. The bell in Lettermullen Church which is situated on a
hill has been used on occasions by an anenymous local to
warn poitin makers of the approaching Garda raid party.

13. A man returning to America from Connaught
Internaticnal Airport was carrying a gallon of poitfn.

When questioned by the Customs as to what was in the
bottle, he replied, "Water from the blessed well in Knock."
The smell of the contents revealed that this was not the
case.

14. While the patrol car at Carraroe was pursuing a car in
the Lettermullen area, a bottle was thrown from the car

into a guarry. The bottle somehow survived the impact and
the occupants of the car were convicted under the Illicit
Distillation Acts.




6.2 Poitin and Cures:

Foitin is alleged te be a versatile spiric. A practice
that has been common for vyears is the selling off of
ainglings, the first run, which is harsh, strong and
undrinkable te people suffering from sprains, Hacks and
cucs. Just rub the singlings on and the pain will
disappear like magic, it was widely believed. Singlings
was also sold to farmers as cattle food and they thrived on
it. Unscrupulous people would often add sulphuric acid to
: A If put in a retort, the early distillate of this
apparently appaling mixture was ether.

The triosec which was the solids which remained when the
beer was removed from the barrel (a mixture of barley,
sugar and yeast) was fed to pigs and cattle. This, by all
accounts, is alleged to be the best food that can be fed to
animals. The singlings and poitfn itself is alleged to be
a "cure" for sick animals.

Poitin was also supposed to be a “cure* for all kinds of
ailments in people - asthma, rheumatism, arthricis, bad
colds, the flu and all aches and pains in old pecple.

Children going to school in the morning were given a spoon
of tds an phota (the beginning of the last run of poitin)
which was supposed te protect them from all colds etec. for
that day.

Embellishing the myth, poitfn is supposed to be *good for
anything. =




CONCLUSION

I have examined the differant'hﬁpects of poitin making -
its uses and its effect on society. As with many products
which confer benefits on society such as medicinas, motor
vehicles etc., misuse of alcohol can have devastating
effects for families, emplovers and seciety in general as
well as for the drinkers themselves. In general, che
consumption of poitfn can have a detrimental effect on a
person’'s health as it is disyilled with materials and in a
manner whnich would be gquestionable by any standards., not to
mention the damaging effects on the mental well-being of a
person and consequencly the psychological damage caused to
her/his dependants.

In dealing with the problem as a Garda, I can state with
conviction that its censumption, particularly at Christmas,
is responsible for the high ratio of psychiarric patients
attending University College Hospital, Galway, and’ 5c.
Brigid's Psychiatric Hospital, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway,
from the Connemara area. It also creates the climate which
leads to family problems and who knows what damage is
caused to children after suffering such traumatic
experiences. It is also a contributory factor to deaths in
Connemara and medical statistics available te me bear this
out. It is alsc a factor in ecrime which leads to erratic
behaviour, resulting in brawls and consequently assaults,
often of a serious nature which eventually lead te prison
sentences. It is certainly an evil which I would like to
see eradicated from our society in the interest of peace,
harmony and stabilircy.

The sooner the myth and romantic notiom COoncerning poitin
disappears, the better. The alternative would be to take
it out of the closets of illegality and licence it. At the
moment, some hope of this looms on the horizon as very
recently Euro. M.P.s voted teo allow citizens to distill 50
litres of pure alcohol a year for their own consumption,
and the benevolent bureaucrats have alse decreed that you

do not have teo drink un your own but you can share your
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hooch with family., guests and even employees. The only
condition is that everyone has to drink under the same
roof. So poitfn parties and bgutleg barbecues could soon
be the in-thing on the social scene and it all will be
perfectly legal.

Until the above legislarion is enacted in the legislature
of this <country. the Irish Government might give
consideration to the following suggestions:
/

. Elevate poitin to cottage industry status. Grant it
special tax incentives. Enforce controls and standards
acceptable in the distilling industry in Ireland. For the
first time give poitfn makers a sense of worth and
recognition of ctheir ancient craft which they have
valiantly guarded despite all government efforts co stamp
1C out. Legalise what is best and eliminate all sub-
standard products.

i Invite the Health Education Bureau to educate rche
public of the dangers to society from the consumption of
poitfn. Perhaps the primary and secondary schools could be
a starting point for such a programme in the areas where
poitin is distilled. Youth clubs could also be visired and
alerted to the danger of poicin

o Involve the Medico-Secial Research Board in examining
the properties of poitin and in making healthy and helpful
recomnendations to people involved in poitfn making while
keeping the identity of poitin makers anonymous.

s Encourage the MNational Council on Alcoholism to. set up
branches in the different poitin drinking localities of
Connemara., These would offer advice, ease the problem and
counsel the families distressed by poitin abuse.

The Gardai could give talks on Raidid na Gaeltachrta
outlining the dangers atcached to drinking poitin,
especially when hazardous additives such as Parazone or
Bluestone are added te the drink. The local G.P. could
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also be invited te reinforce tHé message that poitfn can be
as lethal as some of the hard drugs which are presencly on
the market.

The laws of the land will continue to be enforced as they
are enacted at present. The increased penalties of £1,000
maximum fine has lessened the number of poicin makers.
They are being pursued with all the vigour of the law by
the Cughterard Garda District Force led by Supt. T. Murphy.

Only the foolhardy continue to distil poitin.

Gather up the pots and the old tin cans,
the mash, the corn. the barley and the bran.
Run like the devil from the Excise man.
Keep the smoke from rising, Barn By .
- The Hills of Connemara.

I hope you have had as much enjoyment reading this es5say as
I had in writing it.

"Wuair a bhionn an t-61 istigh, bionn an chiall
amuigh."

SLAINTE!
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Above return is in respect of
sgizures, prosecutions and

c.ra
AN GARDA SIOCHAMA
RETURNM OF SEIZURES, PROSECUTIONS, CONVICTIONS, ETC., UNDER ILLICIT DISTILLATION ACTSDURING YEAR ENDeEn 1986 to 1991
NUMBER OF CASES NUMBER OF PERSONS Tl
in which Where Where one 4 Whare no ] | Whose Involved Riow
- seizures Prosec of more :unwi:tim:i Prosec- in o
County were made I'-I“:_':ﬁl ; cenviclions | secured | Pending [Proseculed| Convicled |Imprisoned| gFinad u::::s Ca5RE I”"
L]
Eae nstrivied | secured r dismissed ki
(1) (2) 3} @ | om| Tm i7) (8) (9) (10) (11 (12} 113)
i
86 Galway 33 9 7 24 | 2. ] 9 -- -- 7 -- 2 £498.0Q
i
87 Galway il 12 8 -- | 4 12: | B -- B - 4 £1050.
-
88 Galway 30 % 9 21 Mil i 10 5 Nil B 5 -- E3JBOT.
89 Galway 31 T a 4 1 4 9 4 -- 4 1 -- |E3500.
90 Galway 27 7 3 2 2 5 q -- ] 1 - - EJZ00.
91 Galway 27 6 2 1 | 3 5 2 - 2 1 3 E2000.
I'
|
Gals, Pis.
Total quantity of Il e f
SPIRITS selzed: 422 <
Total quantily ol 15,515
WASH seized:
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Excise Collection...

[Daplieate)

GARDA SIOCHANA

REVENUE REPORT T R SRS
District of . _ Sub-Dhstrict of
Excise District _

1. A report is to be made on this Form of all offences under the Illicit Distillation Act, 1831; the Spirits Act, 1854
and the Infand Revenie Act, 1880,

2. It is to be bome in mind that Justices are not empowered by law to dispose of any spirits, or other articles seized
under a#y of the Acts quoted abave,

3. It is to be stated whether the holes in which illicit matter may be found appeared to have been recently made and
whether the illicit matier was frech or olbermmze at the time of seizure,

4. It is to be stated whether a still, still-head, or worm, & new or afhersise, and whether made of fin or copper.
5. It is to be stated whether wash is the produce of malt, molastes, or other material, T

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

Drate_

The Superintendent,

I have to report that [ procecded with the men who have signed this Tepart

me  olockmionthe.. eyl e
W to the Townland named in Table II, and sewed the undermentioned articles,
acting® — e private information,

We retormed toour Stations gt et

ey S T
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LOTATSEE,

_Alha Clinth 3.

Jur Ref: 120/91

= Ret:

: “BAMON O DONMELL.

Extension 2640.
in court if required.

The laboratory's case number and the forensic sclentist’s name -
should be guoted in any communication regarding this case ox its

axhihita.

{KW Wik

r. James Donovan,
rector.

i
Telephone: 771156 Ext. 2910 7 2911

Fiix: ThGGT

TSR TATORY

DEPT OF IUGTICE
3 1JAN {994
R, D

ﬂﬁ.'ttnnhad is the statement of evidence of Ms. E. Hughes, Foremsic
¢ 'secientist of this laboratory.

The exhibits in this case are being returned via the
Garda Forensic Liaison 0Officae,

Garda Headgquarters,;
Please ensure that the exhibits are availible

The Forensic Sclence Laboratory

Deparimeend of Justice,

Garda Headguariers,
Phoenix Park,
Duhlin 8.
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«+ DIl-Eolainchta The Forensic Science Laboratory

« DI ngus Cirt, Department of Justice, .
r:.mh Slochding, Garda Headquariers, ' | i
. ii.-‘ an Fhionnuisce, Fhoenlx Fark,
' _.Mhn. Clinth &. Telephone: TT1156 Ext, 2910 / 1911 Dublin 8. I‘
Fax: 6794667 ' !
|

Btantement of evidence of BE. Hughes, B.A. (HMOD) M. S5o., Foransic ;!'
EBoientist at the Forensic Science Laboratory of the Department i
i3 {"F Justico, pursuant to Section 21 of the Criminal Justice Act,

'H"‘i fl gl
' Age: over 21 years

i 5
L £our Ref: 120791 1m
E¥our Rof: ]

On 22nd January 1991 I received from Sgt Joseph Boyce a bhottle
laballed "Sample of glear liguid substance taken from a five (5)
" gallon plastic container seized by Sergeant Joseph Boyce and
Garda Colm Kavanagh, Oughterard from a shed adjacent to Eamon
O Donnell’'s dwellinghouse at Teerane, Lettermore on the 11lth
Decambar 1990 Signde J Boyce Bargeant (J. Boyce)®". This bottla
contained 750 mls of a olear liguid. I analvsed this liquid and
found it to contain 37.5% ethancl by volume.

= S—

Beport
This item contained 37. 5% ethanol by volume.

1
|
I declare that the above factes ba true to the best of my H
knowledge and belief and I have made the above statement knowing (l
that if it were tendered in evidence I would be liabla to '
prosecution if I stated in it anyvthing which I knew to be falsa ‘

or did not beliava to be trus.

o

Ms. Enid Hughes
Foransic Scoientist




[1988.] Customs and Excise (Miscellaneous  [No. 10.]
Provisions) Act, 1988. e 1

(3) In this section “pipeline” means a pipe together with any G’ Sll
apparatus and works associated therewith, or system of pipes together
with any apparatus oF works associated therewith, used jor the con-

veyance of goods into or out of the State.s,

5 14.—(1) The amount of every finc imposed or other money penalty Amendment of ' |
incurred for an offence under the Ilicit Distillation (Treland) Act, MiciDiulaies — N2,
1831, or authorised to be imposed by that Act, is hereby increased o P e

£1,000. |I
(2) The EnIan-in% section is hereby substituted for section 39 of the |-.
10 Ilhicit Distillation (kreland) Act, 1831: i

“35.—(1) Any Justice of the District Court may at his discretion
mitigate any penalty incurred for gny offence under this Act, but
no such mitigation shall in any case reduce such a penalty 1o Jess
than one half thereol,

|
I
15 (2) The period of a term of imprisonment to which a person |
may be sentenced in default of payment of a penalty incurred for i
an offence under this Act (including non-payment of a mitigated m
amount of any such penaliy) shall not exceed three months.”. b
i
i

15.—Section 12 of the Customs and Inland Revenue Act, 1881, is Amendment of

20 hereby amended by the substitution of the following for so much of E_‘if:f&:u"fnu

that section as follows subparagraph (6): Act, 1881, ]

“ A person who commits an offence under this section shall be
liable on summary conviction thereof 1o a customs penalty ol
exceeding £1,000, and he may either be detained or proceeded

23 against by summons.”.

: - Amendment af
16.—Section 31 of the Finance Act, 1929, is hereby amended—  AREIETEL ooy

|
1
(@) in subsection (1), by the insertion after “duty of excise” of i |..
“gr a prohibition or restriction on the importation or [
exportation of any goods™ and !
]

{
30 (b) in subsection (1), by the substitution of “£1,000" for “fifty -
pounds™, L l

and the said subsections, as so amended, are set out in the Table 10 |
this section.

i, i

TABLE

35 (1) Whenever an alficer of customs and excise is auihorised by any enactment
relating to a duty of customs or a duty of excise of a prohabilion o fesincion on
the impodiation or expariation of m;!md:- #nd confained in & Briish Statute or
any Act of the ireachtns passed be ar afier ghis Act or by amy regulation
heretofare made or hereafier 1o be made under any such enactment 1o demand

46 the production of of 10 espect or examine any book, accoant, letler, voacher or
other document such officer shall if be has reasanablc gromnd for suspecting fraud i
in connextion with any endry in of onsission from such document OF 10 canncdlion
with any transacrion 10 which such document refers alio be entitled to remove ardl
detain wueh document.

45 {3} Any person who resists or obitnecti aa officer of customs and excise in the
exercise al am;rnl' the powers conferred on him by this section shall be guily of
am oifence under this section and shall be Esble on summary conviction therent
& a penaliy of £1 M mnd such penglty shall be & osstoms pl:l'l-l'lg where the officer F
in respect of whom the offerce was committed was exeniesi e said powers bor H

50 the parposes of the Customs Acts and shall be an excise penalty where such alficer
wan cxercising such powers lor the purpases of amy Bevtish Statuie or Acl of the
Oircachias relating to dutics of excise ard the managoment of thoac dutics

13
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agus an chéip do chur ar aghaidh i dteannta na consighneachta d'earrai.

{1} Cuir isteach anso ainm iomlin sealbl:éra an cleada.

2 . i . seolndh iombin scalbhdra an cheada,

3 . W7 tuaidse fomlin ar an abbar 6 smncht,

) . i .. ninm agus seoladh an deighledlni. :

o ,, . mion-ealas jomlin ar an modh iompair (ie, co'ca ar an mibdtlar
jarainn, ar luing nb ar chandil &)

(g . " . alnm na h-dite chun a bhiéadfar an t-abhar fé emnoht do thabhairt,

el i . mipn-polss jomldn ar an gerich chon a bhidadfar an t-abhar 16 smacht
A" hest il .
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end extonded by the 1ntn:d.uat1ngﬂ quor {Equ:;g_J. ; ,!Lu'i;} 124
& A F LaT 4

the, Tntoxion ' ing Ligquor Aet, 19 e <&
é‘fj -E::'f; }“’I‘.’T‘r"_.:':*f'-f cloeal '-.ﬁv A (:';: ol R L - P R ¥

Freervuse ) et , 07D

tughterard _
2 ‘th Fobruoxy L
Il n

31/1/84. , .

i OB B







i a
-._'llr'l-:l‘“
.

o, 7
-z o

=%
™

r---:—..



= ey

-'Il"F u, w g l_-.r"""'"-
R S T S e

lF...a.-- H-\.\,m - iy _"_"‘*._ -

.-....r P X it

e 1 ' - iy g P s,

i it P W . 3 _" B o] s P 1 h o]

T R :---ﬂfi%':_} R e
! - e . i









) o T i

e i
e faiel Ly ..,.,a..ﬁ_....n-.

L ot
e e



















L - .l::. 1
R b

Tk
A




[INDEPENDENT
19 OCT 1988

!

N iy e . e

c

Irizh Indepandent, Wednes

Poteen di;jnker fined £500 as

\ CONNEMARA man has

n fied £500 for having a -

ottle of poteen in one of the
'r5t convictions carrying stiff

12w penaltics,

The fine wos Imposed on Anthog
lenerty of Sruthan, Carraroe, ofier
istrice Justice John Garavan was
o at Derninea Court that It haed
ceft Found with a bofils af piMesn g
Is pedscssinn on Augst 3 this year,

Increased pemnlties for Poszeagion
of poteen under the Customs apd
Excise (Miscelbancous) Act 1988 megn
efTenders are rable 1o 2 minimum finy
of £1,008, shhougls Disteled Justices
have the poseer in mitigate this Lo nad
bess ihan £500,

Justice Garavan Imposed idic Jesse
fine after be way told by Sup:, Joseph
Voord that M. Finmierty, whe did nm
dppear B courl, was nefther o doaber
now & didiller and only hod the moss.

shine for kis onn pérsonal usé,

However, another man, who was
described br Soer. Word o befng
lang established dealer in poteen was
fined L1000 for possesshen of elghi
galions,

Muairtin Joyce, of Bellimakill, Let-
termullen, wis before ibe court o
three charges 'of possession, having an
interest in, snd Keewfogly keeqinp or
conrealing iffelt spirs af bis Bome on
Aupesy ) Hie pladed guilly,

Supt. Ward told Justice Garavan
that Joves was a bon-estahlishicy
Pelten dealer who @0 nod makc 1k
maumaElne himsell o beraght and selid
it. He had two previous comvetbons,
havicg been fined £200 in 1978 for
having 56 gallons in bk possession, and

bt appeared b court In
19835,

Justice Garavan said bz wus can-
sidering sending the defendast 1o

new law bites

prisen and ssked Supt. Ward w
thowabt. The Saperinteadent su
2 ST fine miskt be seliclest a
eEcisig,

Alterwards, Supt. Ward w
that gardai would be stepplng o
drive agaimst the traditional p
muking in Connemmarn leading
Christmas and expressed conl]
thai the new stiTer penaliis woy
a1 nanjer fzclee in ahelr baile.



MAN NAMED Tony Finnerty from

espite heaviar

Carraroe will go down in history as .
5 the first to pay the sky high 1983 g 8
iy Erme for a bottle of peitin. At 1N
41 {8, Derrynea Court in Connemara, last H i et
E *month, he was charged with being N Wead T B D -
=11 in possession of a single bottle of the o ﬁmp E}{L fﬁﬂ ur ﬁﬁﬂ@ _ 5’?:* G R
(Bl white lightning. ; : < WS N biE
1l “jie was fined £500 under the stiff new Gl & Toad
= laws aimed at stamping out the distillation h‘-_._;
Sl of the firey mountain dew among the g 5 ”5 G @ |
%! mountains of Connemara. Under the term : A et =
of the new legislation, £500 is the minimum =
fine which the Court could impose. The new 1 B b
financial penalties add a new dimension to N BB y i s [ ﬁ g pown Bexnd i
the ancient tradition of moonshining in the é,,_n‘n i (& B P T A g )
Gaeltacht area of the far west. - > P e ey
THat snme sflernoon, only a being. replaced By 2n ubloy g o=
few miles away from the pipe, and othar Changes i 1611
fiftls vourthouse om e the desien of the ettt and (B
sharex of Galway Bay, even = werm. the mornshiners hote & (5
as the TV pews cameras Fob 7 st s v e will -enabla’ themn 14 Carr
wore recording Ue new blitz Y A ok the Hitol dlediie i 't
against . poilin-making. & B mach brsker pads.
local |_.-n|:uu:'|5h|r|¢-rwa-1dupus- . i According TR T T
img of ten botiles of the hard m L B g% | Tavey' fod, the disd rze.
stulf to an eager markel AW ance from the soeme ol he 15k
It was a faet recorded E “cowhoys", who' fremuenily i
fater hy local broadéaster T - put-potentiolhyt lethal poatin [0
Mairtin Davey on Ridio na an o the  Ciristimass marker, ") pagt=o 4
- e S TR T ] s

Gaeltachia. The price
bodtle  depended on

}acCONNELL

atili utul.hl: rust&mer‘#'lg
pay, bul all wese Delween
.and E750 4 bottle The e Th
B

3 iain: dewybeing ol a4
B e e
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UUGH  oew  ws  kave

rasbaled the treditisaal
Cheistmas  poitin trade i
Cannemara. Fiaes of g1 least
500 far the pass=ssine of 5
shoghe bottle mean Gl fow
Pesgle are dravellbag wesd lar
sepsannl pritin susqlies,
iy upp say

“Ooe of the biggest
suppliers ln Connemars was
vinaindng recently thut e
hadl not sold o boube for g
manih or mote,” says Garda
Superistendent Joe Wand of
Oughlerard, “Witl the now
laws aml the efforts of ghe

! Wi Ean put an end (o
Pelin,”

The &l- Id law on
Mlegal distillation was
ipdated by the Cusioms and
sacise Act of last May. Fines
fur producing, concesling ar
Pemsessing  poiiin or paltin
shills rose from belween £60
el £200 fo o maviewm of
ET.008. the £1,600 fine can be
mitizaied to E500 ia apecial
G LEs TTHET EHTTE
Fraditiosally November

b T

—

By Rory Godson

are pamparatively lighe, Choe
of thee bigprest proacucers o ihe
Bartlh, Jobe Wilsem ef
Billyciare was caught in the
gei by a costom raid s
Siplember 1986, filmed by

e

iebevision crow, It was hic
fifth  eonviction but ke
evemlually escaped with s fips
of £450 snd & sospepded =il
diElence.

Gordad mide |80 sefrures
of poliin [t year. In (he
North, there were bess than 15
SETEUNES.

s _r._iml:mh-rr_q:u the busjest |
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rcatons Tor drinking

mvoats  bridh
Mfwhu Histed 1k

Aeelign 1o ks quol
teen! <l Killeth

| 760

pow " pood
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MeCrossan says the:
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dards people s

wines ey read
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Raid On

Top lefy—Down to the seat The Gardal tike the fizst siep in |
Jameg Bucklay, Miichae] Dowd, Michael Ward and jos Bofos D
rocky way fo the saorw

Cantre ahcve—All aboard and masosuvering for the moveoli
Micssal Mesdbam. Gardai lim Buckley, Michas] Ward, Joa B

Top cight—The sexca o - the piddan places Tha pobksn-anal
poe, ks often conceaded I draing, in m-r"l;u' clefts or bensath th
Fosdhaos Derms & kesn =ye oD an OVErZOOW COTRdT

-, e
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Garda Raid On
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rd is out in O_ughterard...
the poitin patrol

LAN DILLON

ghr-rnu‘d gt esr
Ity grey  inilataide
, dhe nevwy preads
gl s fhe poltia

y lootkalfer Gaedo
e wheel, the patrol
lown [he raln-swept
e,

thres collpaguesy are
Christimas sighi.
thme ihey reach 1he
the bieak Atlaniie
rttermore  or  Lotler
itln minkews will sl

farcedl many @l the
manuisciurers o the
ml Bhe (slamds,
apies] that the poitin
wver beon w0 busy
- pnd yeasi,
comcogibon s In
¢ om the Christmas
£ £5 a botile.
the stathon dayroam
ralng, the squad
 tha coastal lslands

thi  gale meant B

dangerous for thelr
h ks 315 horscpower

Boyce and his hosi-
ey Wavanagh opied
but saler walers of
and ls oumeraws

fell-tale haut fonk

yeulben belore [ormes
billy and deseried

wept lakeslde, loml
ram & distance.

rew had soane Wlifii-
free of smbmerged

ool a8 mile oui,

the tiny woodsd lsland of Curlaun
Jivaked umbnyiling.

On the kbind;, the foar gardal
were guich to sgere,

E-uucl-lkd heneath .nl.l.lﬂh'lll
coverimpz wore four waodlen barrels
of *‘vnh" rnm.lf for distilistbon
casks eontined sm estimnied
Hens whilch would seld a
FHIEE'[H:' ‘a4 m of i
with a boreen we of abonn IHII.
By wwriia]l Consemars  stonderds,
lwwever, It was a relatively smmall
fimi mnd, sccorllng to the zandad,
crndely put fogciiser.
Thie wijniad mrﬂn this tli-ﬁ.l-l-lr
aperation  was vnl!:
kvigwm logal n:li-l]n meakeT,

dlvcovered, along with & small hut
Ia which o stoee the gear.

This time, bowever, they drow

1 irank

T poltin makers had soi lseen
back, though they wera mhbh- in
haingss mearlr.

Poitin g 2 tradltbon going back
natiy yearg In certale families and
ileere are pleniy of hiding places.

Back in the warmih of ithe
statlon, the gardal salg :plqnul?:

eigh mad hdlile of pofern  cow
resulf jm & £EX00 (fne, lguuh In prasc=

ihor it was no motg than about £20.
The mesp common excusp was

that the flicht ligeor & lor trests
i6g a =lck eall.

@ Thy barley wash desitrered

and the gardal proceed to smash

up the barreks bapled En Lhe
sl

{hite potesn maker réofaily tald
a e he neeoded the meney Lo pay
his car Insurangs.

el Ceuions men seloed ome of
Norcisers  Irelamd’s  bigpest - #llegal
sl vesteslay.

A fgmm of 18 offlcers swoopesd
of an lsolucd farm lm the Dills
ahove Ballvciers, Coo Aatrim, Snd
[y Bearly 10 galloms of podlin
and a further 750 gallans of wails,

The supplics could have beve
worth wp o FTRZ4008.

@ Gardai they will hring |
prosEsulong ':ﬂ'” poitin ‘Jll'f
20 gallons of wash, l still head and |
a copper worns werg seired  near
Crivetnaling, Lo, Mayo, yesierduy,

In bwo other raidg nearby ey
found a barrel of wash and three |
batiles ol poilis,




S . . t
Caught redhanded poteen

4
A i maker who was
“weith hda hasds up” in s
intillery Im Bl shed in
cnnomars, wei fined [he
|l:|J.=:m amosnt of £1 000
brery Bu mppeargd bedoee a il
' the Dinnia Cosn m n..-rr-'n}:
1 Tuesday,
Sedn Scoamhb (Johs Joe)
mllh PJTIIH .I-I-ill:u' Lo thige
ey ol illegally dinilling
:ﬂ;'h'.lﬂ =l:|-| his I;.m-.: i
on Janusry
| Iusr ﬂms of polees
d oL 30 gallons of
ng were ieized by Ciaidai,
e oour also lewrmedd i be had
FEVIOUS conviction fof being in
Sacrmion of peain,

§ Whe shed thay
who war is e

cdintilling poteen,
W Rusdbaigh gave

of Tinding Lhren. siills,

— e [ T

Connactk Tribrune

thern coolen, and thees woms i
ihe shed — esch of whick was pet
up and ready for (he distllation of
the iBici api,

in an ndjacent shed the Clandad
also found four woodes barrels,
eath comtednkng approximately
Iwo stones weight of graim. Wisen
thay charged Eeoighe with the
offence, the sccused replied tha
b had noing to say, The Coun
heard thai he wan fined £200 for
possedtion of dllicit spirie in
195,

[Hizrien Justice fuhn Gasvan
descnbel the seizam and s ag
& “hands dp situation, with ike
sccured gelling cought red.
bunded ia the act” Ho said that i
wat chvious that Seoighe war an
cipeniemced odeen meker, and
hid engaged in this acelvity from
lime & Bmc

Swid Justice Garsvan: “We
know bow wericus this panticular
tinsation is Viery hesvy ponahies

ot o gl Gt

pitin,
“h wax a proferdonal se1-up,
There wers spprozimaisly 30

gallon found, costaising 3 asills,

maker gets £1,000 fine

theee coolors, and throe worms,
and thowgh [ heve powers of
mitlgation I find myself with no

sltemative but to impose the

maximim fine of £] J00." be

concluded,

£300,000
go-ahead

MR. Noel Treacy, T.00., Misdsier of
State hid this weok anmouncod a
serics of Social Hmployment
Schemes for the Galway Fast ares.
He stated that r. Benia Ahesm,
Minister for Labour, on (he
recommendation of FAS b
ss=ctioned 17 Social Employment
Schomes with an employmens
coftent of 75 workers and &
Bedget of circa £300,000.00 for
the alway East ares. :

Schemes have bess wanclioned
for the following Eroups:
Abbeyknockmoey Commenigy
Ceonirs;  Abbey Commenity
Develepment Asseciation; Bullaun

Sporislizld, Ballinakill;
Communily Council; Duniry
Parish Development Aszsocistion:
Killimor GAA Club: Kilconeron
OAA Club; Kilcoaly Church
Ceenmities; S Brendan's Traising
Centre; Loughroa; St Joscph's
Library, Ballinasloe: Leitrim
Parish Coandl, Lsumnceiown
Tidy Towns Commilize,
Mountballew Golf Club, Tuam
Goll Club, St Bendn's Training
Centre, Tosm  and  Tosm
Entexprise Commilice,

Tuam is
priority
Cantinued from Page 1

ko aned this is why he has it
earmarked for special atssion this
yean, “Aad [ am goinpg to ensuse
that it will etene this year”, ha
added,

Tie sadd thar the Misiiter was
slio snxicus 1o getr Hemecsre
Fabrics Limlted, which is in
receivenhip ai the moment, op snd
funning agaln and had given his
full suppart 1o the proposed
Emerprisa Cente im Tumm,

“Seeing kaz e Minister has
glven hie commiument 1o Tesm,
Lhings are moving in & very
Poditive dineciion bus the
of wdvance faciory laciBiies doe
nod astomatically mean that sn
indoviry will be provided=,
commeniod Depury Kt

Howeves, Toam Chamber of
Commerce President, Mariin
MeDonnoll sald this moming sajy
that ke Wit swipicions that the I,
and the Depariment of Industry
and Comsssses soemed o eomne
ool wilk two  eoatradiciony
stlements wilhin @ matier of days.

j B peAERCED N i o L e e

REE.

=
=

BET@sF0 CEREERD 2RFREE =2 IEEEEE

LR =

I
i
i
1
I
1




& da

'h

- E=
ERE a6

—
i 8

]

PrgERsaw

?EE

o

=
o

5

B3
a=

22

iﬁﬁ?:ﬁ

[ Eagl. .
g3a

L L]

i SO0n

ARLETIOE 05 We

in fulere, ‘clean

0% will md wish to
ot here at all becauss
will not want o be
5ls1ldn thozs which are

n thl'llr' lotter to the
I' E
i"iHm‘E T | :tnmp ““E
n.'ni's part to pmidt this
& "lnr.'E before the recess

and” had 18 applications
from varlous consoriia for

> the project which is esti-

miated to cost Abeut Eim

Five of thess h h
shortlisted and th-ﬁw:::

mental
l:llld:l'nld: that the l“ﬂ ster
il‘r{ will issus the
ll:'l.l e

g EC directive lo
hefnre the final da_::mm";l;

ulations required | |

Unpaid fines
mock drive
against poitin

By CORMAC MAC CONNELL

DESPITE =

Mas 3eas0mn.

It ecould be the most
expensive “short" of afl time
for some drinke. MNowa-
days (o be found in
possession of even as much
ns would brim a thimble
leaves one open to Al
automatic fine of a at re
ing £1.000 With & bottle of
the hard slm‘f mh an
Aver rist-

T: I:mtill ocost
ud'£ sh
dea

became
hiaen't
™Az an Anti-Poitin Squad
hased in Uu;hlﬂlrﬂ Garda
Siation swun!g dction
last  week for the pre-
Christmas swoops which are
now A% ritial
moonshiners Lhermselves,
there was ample evidence
that, though mme illegal
distillers may have besn put
oist of action by the new law,
the majorily are still
'murim AWRY.
unl. Joe Ward of
Dughterar the man in
charge o the  Garda
Operation, dispatched teams
led by veleran EII:I-IIII'.IIFIEH-'
ars like Sergeant J
out into the hu;hlands and

islands, both  could be
certain that there would be

new legislation, te a .
there is still mmnﬂiiﬁﬁ to be hngwhunfmm:ﬂﬂﬁ:s %

before Justice John Garra-

E?umm ]TLB Enpnmﬁ
it

cracked . down ""E'E‘ tho

culprits with all the farce of

the new laws,
Unnrl-:ttd defendants

§5.E
2

selmures of fermenting wash, bee Ja

{huﬂlL:.l cilled beer) — am
at & number of hidden
stills would be ﬂmw'rr.'r-.ll
and destroyed

The actusliiy of an
industry shrouded in legend
and  folklore, - §5  sharply
different from the.common
perceplion  of i For
example, when e harves]
of couri cases from Lhe
Christmas swoops came

ment for further mitigation
of the heavy Tines.
The ls

mll:hl.mrn'
movas slow
petitions were

Iﬂdg&d
until uI'L-l: rmnl.'l
aro sl with the Ih!iu

menl for constderation.

& The end of thiy illicit operation.

¥

pul it mildly. although
thére 8§ Be comIment |'rn-r|1
those wha are daily
corlnel wilth he senisder side
af  moonshine, wrecked
fomiliez and broken lives,
but their drive to stamp out
the industry would cerfainly
e much easier I (hose
EENinS. whotm  Lhey Recire
copvictions wore seen Lo
sulfer [linancially & a
rasult

Onee agnin (his Christmas
the doclors serving the
peaple of the region have
warned againsi the very real
dangers af cansuming this
hardest of “wull™, Sl ane
doctor wilh lengthy expert-

ence of dealing with (Lhe
p-mhtm: which follow the
emply botlles: ~It shoold
never be glamourised at all.
It 18 3 dead]y and danperous
drnk  which = cousin
untold misery, &nd Boss
healih. In seares of homes in
iy wres alope. I da evil o
b avabthd™

There have always beon
addmissions 1o local mental
hospitals  each  January
resultine  from  abuse  af
munstune, Hecently, under
circumstances which are
likely o be son examined
in ealrl, & Dublin youth on
haliday in Connemara came
infg possession of A bollle,
Had e nol been discovered
in time, and rushed to
Ginlway  Hegional  Hospltal,
he would have died.
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Mounthellew and Ballygar de- chared the JusisCe.

yided hopours in the North thy He fined Doocley END for th

Bogrd minor and juntor £ UL, insyrance charge; £48 m
we ties ¢ Palre an Chreagain on the death of his brother, w tn £3 for the tax olfence; 2 fo
o Sunday. Ballygar winning the Maher op his brother's faillng to have & ciarrent drivin
 mimor the and Mountbeliew tak-|in Dublin and with Sean licence £1 for not having the
fng full points in the jumior | Demakalll on the death of his|necesary pear e N res

game, } brother in L. lighis,

"~ Poteen Is Still
. _Superintendent

A Tiistrict Court in Conngmarn he WaE 3 mEmiber
higargd last week that poteen Is Decamber 9. He 10
sl a biz hesdache dor Gardal
I area.

rintendent Patrick ], Gal-
lagher told Justice T. G. Dorke
at Dermmea Court Swye il
log of trawble [rom poteen

man charged
rick Andiey, Le
admitted an offesce

mining poteen which, he said
wid opg of those seized.
Ex-Garda Joseph Buckley sakd

CONNEMARA MEN ARE FINED £110

of the farcs on

tips from the Boof
He was satisfied

A Problem
Told Court

Ciarda
a =mall
nifg the

hotle aen produced
an

Guinness boitle contal

poteen.

Justlce Burks Mfined AR
= | £20, “arg - mgRinst the other
bwo ere  dimmissed.

Third man charged was Mich-
ael O'Flaberty, Aird, Lettermul-
lest. Hg was charged with being
in n of potcen at Adrd
on Febraary 12, 1369,

Garda Pap Carnuy  0dd b
an old house in
Martin Q'Flah-
erty, Alrd, an ruary 12, Im ik
he found forty gallons of beer.|

The defendang Michod O'Flak
gty camp in apd said W was
his. He was making potoen 0o
“hi clgarettes” Mariio
o ty admirted that the old
howss was his but zaid he did
met know anything shoul the
Baar.

!:u.'.'l:i:u Burke fined Michael
orElaherty £40 for bedmg in pIs-
sesslon of ghe poteen and dis-
missed the charges azainst Mar-
tin O'Flaherty.

Mr, R, G, Bmerson gallcitor,
sppearad dor Egan. mlen-
dent Gallagher prosecuted in all
three SASEL

the box

dley | !

£
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Co.y of Inszeetion Wlmuto of ! /Cosmer, Coopon - Corofin Curda Lketlon

litn 1923.

Visltec station in conjuncticn with Ddvislonsal Tour. Sergh.
Lunnon, 231 srd Stelion party present. whaea 1 srrived st the Statlon
the sergh. set gplowerlng ot me end refused Lo cell Lhe party to
attention, I cilled the Farty Lo attention myself, «nd Garda O'Nelll
trisd Lo rise but fell ioto the fireplsce, [ asked Chw SEIEL. Lo
sccount for the stete of wifulis existing st the Statlon but he replied
——4m-mch a mAnner 46 would do more jusilce to the worst comesbay in the )
sluss of Lendan, : -

I swarched e carrecks and found that & seizure of potesn (3
Gallons) mude on tlo prnd.-lu day had now becn almost consumer by the
Statlon party. The barruek servaat ui-nth & baton in her hasd, pro-

teoling the muinder of it, anc refused to move. She also hed possesalon
of the Station books and rmﬂllﬁ_.iirnﬂtﬂhlllﬁiﬂhum
thes. In my exssineticn of the Barrsexs I found that the W.C. was [illed
with Station hecords, upparently weed by the Station party on their visits
where, [ nesrd noiss comlng from & cell and wan L wat to investigets-

I found tiree youn: ledies there, from ﬁ;mmmu, Lhey
cemplalned that wien passing the Sarrucks they were foreibly taken in by
Sergt. Lennon knd Garval Bourke end 'Tocle for & purpose better ilmsylned
than described. o . :

In the station iiichen I found Gerda Bourke, he ceught me by the
wilfom and would not let go of me watlil I promised to refund him & fine

of L5 iuposwd on him &nd huve rvcord of ssme sresed. When I retumed to
the froat of the Barrscks, I rmn;?;-m. urlnsting fres the froat door
into the streot and he started to argue with me cn the footpath with

his perecn mxposed, T

On lsaving Lhe Statlcn X s epprocched by & local tregsr wig de-
mainded that I made the Statlon party pay some of thelr oess debls for the
preceding 12 months now &mounting to some E£70.

The whole wliustion ut Corofin Gamda Stutlon, Co. Gelwy, wis
disgrwoeful, I returned to Tuam and had a1l the Station party &t
Corofin suspended imesdiately,

I hopo thal the Dlvislonel Cfficer will ensure that these men

AR minbin rm PRl = Tnmidl dabbe be-Faca Phias FBommnoclvas o df schoEred Froms
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