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The discerning among you will have noted a certain reornanisatioﬁ

in the Newsletter. Fresh faces have been introduced on to the
ndicorial Board and to make for more effeciency a Busginess ManaverP
who will 1ook after sales,and & Publicity Manager have heen '
appointed. ) '

The retlrements of some members of the old Lditorial Board have
bYeen annourced snd the New Editorizl Board would like to thank
them . for their coentribution to the success of the Newaetter to
date. : .

We hope you cnjoy the Newaatter which is now over twelve months
in existence.



3
OUGHTERARD®'S COMMUNTTY COUNCIL
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| By Jack Fahy.
A democratically. elected Community Council has now

been established in Oughterard. The representation on the Council
is as follows :

Ward I J.McQuinn and P.Hailoran
Ward 2 T.Welby and T.Connell

Ward 3 J.Fahy and Iris Lyons

Ward 4 Mrs.KMaloney and C.Butler
Ward 5 J. JMcGauley and Fr.E.Glymn
Ward & S.Tierncy and P.Donnellan
Ward 7 Mrs,N.Walsh and J.J.Clancy,

The officers of the Council are ag follows ¢

Chairman Fr.B.Glynn
Vice-Chairman S.Tierney
Secretary Misa.Tris Lyons

Trcasurer  Tom Conncell
Recording Secretary Mrs.K.Maloney
P.1:.0, Jack Fahy,

The 75% poll was very gratifying for the
Steering Committec (P.Hartley,T-Joyce,Mrs.N.Joyce and J.Fahy) and it
shows that the people werc concerned about having a representative _
crganisation to gpeak on its behalf., The Council is very conscious of
the responsibilitics placed upon it and it will cndeavour to the best
of its 2bility to dischargce thesc responsibilities in the most fitting
waye.It will,of ccoursc ,talle the Council some time to get Yo grips with
the problems of the arca but it will cndecavour through the medium of
statutory bodies and.with the ossistance of the local community o
solve these vroblems..

A start has slrcady been made, At its last meetins
the Community Covnecil decided to contact the relefant authorities in 
regard to the following matiers

a) The Fair Green
b} Public Toilets
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¢) Bxtension of Water Sunply to Billamorc,Maghera ctc.
d) The Prosress 0 dste of Proposcd Housine Scheme in
o Carrownanagh .

e) The adoption of Curraghduff Road hy Co.Counéil.

f) The IZxtension of the T.S.B. to Curraun,Glann,

_ While the Council ie the authentic voice of the
people it must aiso take .account of the seversl local voluntary
orgenisntions reoprosentin~ sectional intcerests and,wherc nossible,
work in conjunction with these.,.Cooveration is a key concept in theo
Community Council's involvement; and conscguently the Council
recognisceg the cxeellent work being performed by other organisstions

in the parish and is prevarcd to assist thesce in any wav.

The Council holds fortnightly meotings in the Boys
National School (permission having boen obinined from the School
Manager for this) and at the moment Sub-Committocs arc being
appointed to look after the Show,Regatta,Tidy~Towns etc.

¥ith regard to identification of community needs we
request that you contact your Ward Representatives,infdrﬁ them of
your needs,and then it will be posszidble to list »nriorities and »nlon
development programme accordinesly.

In conclusion we wish to thanit the Staff of the
Hewsletter for facilitoting us publicity-wisc. e now reelisc how
vitally importent the Newslctter is for wore it not in cxistence we
wolild have had to issue our own little Mewsheoet to Meen you informed.
Veg,thereforc,talle this,our first onwdortunity to comnliment the founders
on their initiative and most nraiseworthy r~chicvoment, The Youth of
today arc frequently criticiscd for woywardness but wag not this
Newsletter thoe hrainchild of youth--condeivaed,dalivered,fed and fostorad
by'youth —and now meturing into a well-fed,informative,learned and ab

times controversial,but always interesting organ. Go n-cirigh leis.
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Community Hall — Prosress Reportd

The aprarent impfoszion in somo cuerters is that Qughtercrd
will have no community hall., It ie cifficult 1o pinwoint how this
impression got areund but of thie singe it must be ninped in the
bud. Oughtcerard will have a Community Hall — of this let there e no
doubt. Romec wasn't built in o day,neither will the hall be, Thore
arec some difficultics to be dironcd oubt and those must bo ironcd oub
satisfactorily boforoe work con go ohend, At the moment the Hall
Committoe is workin~ on theso aifficulticss I% 48 woll to admit
that there are Jif7iculbics 5 the next stop is to try onéd resolive
them and this the Hall Cemmitdoeo hopee to do.

The firet rcal 2ifficulty is O“TEQSLIP QT THE HALL,

[N —

Naturally wvc ople heforc subscridvimsg to 2 venture like this would
lilze to know if thoy would o the projeet vhen comnleted. A
solicivor has heen employed by the Tomiittee and hig opinion is
that local trustecship does not necoszarily meen local owiershin.
Word is awaibted “rom tho Dicceson Ufiice ac to what exactly is their
intention in regzard to this matheor. It 18 10t yet clewr whether

o

they will agrce 5 transfor thoe grounnd to loend cwrzership .

DEMOLITION . Some orgonisations and individunls cre at the momont
L removing cortain Ctuns frem bho KIRKL, iy LIth midnight is the clonin,
lete for thuse iteme to0 be removed. Th is heped then to procecd

immediatcly with the actual domolition of the building. The Committes

at the moment are negotiating cortnin arrangomtnts in rosard to thics

fl

matter,
EQQQE;MIATcny Gibney is worlcing on a final dreft of the Plans ond Lis
services in this oroes arc much arpreciated,
Finance. The Commiitec have omencd a Now Hall azcount in the Banic
and ot the momcnt there is £4, 53 iw this fund, This compriscs
Insurance Money,Card Draw Profit (2?0 nounds) and Youth Club Junble
and Coke 3alo (£726). A gum of anprox.£5C0 for n new Hall is with
the Community Cowicil Ard will be handeé over Lo the Hall Commit*ce

oncce the difficultics me entioned above have hoon rosolvoed.



The Basketball and Tcnnis Clubs are comblned and the membershlp fec
is as follows :

Children of National School Agce E0p.

Students £1
Adults ' . £2
Family Fee £3,

A1l are now welcome to join. It is hoped to have a
Basketball Tournament open to all Clubs in- County quway before the
end of May, Cups and trophies will be awarded to the winning Ladies
and mens teamg.

Ternnis will start in June and it is hoped to have the
two tennis courts ready for »nlay then. The Committee hope to
organise local tournaments,mixed-dbubles cvery weeke-end and to have
an Open Tournament in late svmmer. The tennis will continue until the
end of September and the Basketball will start then for the winter.
We hope t0 have at least two mens and two ladics teams entercd for

the Leagues,
E B S

THE SHRUBBERY

By Mrs., Nora Joycc.

The Park and Children's Playground at Clarcville
is now an acceptable amenity. It caters for both adults and children
alike. The swings,seéwsaws,slide,roundabout etc., are a sourcc of
pleasure to the children while the adults can relax on the many
scats provided and enjoy the beauties of nature. The 'Shrubbery' 2s
it is Jlocally Mmown ig in one of the most beautiful scenic setiings
in the parish. Situatcd on the banks of the Owen Riff river which
separates it from the plantation with its stately trees of forty
shades of green. :

Do those of us who enjoy its facililies ever stop
and wonder how its dcvelopment came about ? Like many of the other



™

good things in life we just take it for granted without guestion.

A few short-years ago the 'Shrubbery' was just =snother piece of
waste ground wherce itinerants and camping-holiday makers mitched
their tents and. parked their caravans,more oftern than not leaving a
hail of rubbish.Ag there was no one to check and hinder them it was
gradually becoming an unsightly refuse dump.

Then out of the blue a 'For Sale' notice appeared on
the site. The local guild of Muintir na Tire became perturbed about
this and discusscd it at a meeting. It transpired that the Landlord
was a relation of Mrs.Kathleen Maloney,one of Muintir's most active.
members,and she undertook to discuss the matter with him, Due to her
intercession and power of persuasion she succeeded in obtainiﬁg the
Shrubbery from him free #ratis. She in turn leased it to Muintir na
Tire for 99 years for the princely sum of 5p. per year. A Committee
of six , including the donor, was sct up and they undertook the
development which cogt in the region of £I609. This was no mean
undertalking and they ran into many difficulties bult nevertheless
they persevered and are to be highly commended for makking the
Shrubbery what it is to-day.

The people of Oughterard owe Mrs.Kathleen Maloney a
debt of gratitude for her wonderful gift. She choose to give for
nothing what could have been a cource of personal monetary gain.
Let us show our anpreciation by talkking care of it and by maintaining
it. The Shrubbery is,indecd,the testimony of 2 woman's unzelfish
generosity.

LR R E LT E R LT L X LT R EE L E T T

Tidy Towns

The Community Council intcend to0 establish a special Tidy Towns
Committee in an effort to improve Oughterard}s standing in this
Bord-Failte sponsered competition., The Youth Club,who las¥ year
organised the Anti-Titter week very successfully,will also be
involved in the project. Judging in the Tidy Towns can.take place
any time after I Junc. 30 watch out for developments.
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I. C. A.

A o S et i

By our I.C.A. Correspondent,

( This itom is especiélly for our femglec readers but it also
provides some usecful information for male chauvinists as to
what the I.C.A. is about, Ed.)

Present activities of the T.C.A. are 'Dressmaking'
Classes given by Mrs. Hudson and 'Keep Fit' classes given by Miss
Brearley. Both are very well attended. It is now hoped +to have the
Annual Outing to the Spring Show Ballsbridge on Thursday next
9 May.

A Sale of Work and Raffle have also been arranged
for Saturday 8 June. There will be lots of lovely cakes and Homc
Produce to buy,so come carly. Tickets for the raffle are on sale
from I.C.A. members, Proceeds for this sale of work and rafflc will
be in aid of new Community Hall,

The T.C.A. is an interesting organisation for
ladies.We had a very suacessful Dance on Shrove Tuesday night in
the Corrib Hall. An cnjoyable night was had by all. An outing to
Leisureland,Salthill,to a Fashion Show last month was also very
enjoyable, So,ladies,all those interested in joining should
contact Mrs. Edwards or Mrs. McDonald., All are very welcome,

L I S - )
_ OQughterard Anglers Club -
The Annual Mecting of the Club took place on Thursday 25 April;
It arranged its annual fishing competition for to-day Sunday 5 May

and officers elcected were :

Chairmen Mr. Tommy McQuinn

Vice-Chairmen Mr.Bartley McGawley

Joint Secretariecs Joe Lydon and Jim Mitchel

Treasurer Mr. Stevhen Tierney.

Committee. Paddy Keogh,John Gill,Paddy Clancy,Pete Molloy,Philip
Hartley and Bill Colahan.

Fising competition commences at Baurisheen at II p.m. Weigh-In 6 p.m.
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The Glann Copper and TLead Mines

by Emmet McGloin

. In 1852 Mr. Hudson,great grand-father of the present
Mr, Hudson of Currarevagh,setl mboui the task of organising and
financing the working of the cowper and lead mines which were
discovered on the slopes of the hills in Glann, Many cf the local
.'people got employment in the mines. The cowper and lead had to be
picked out and carried out of:the mines and then loaded on the
train which carricd it down the hill to the lake where it was
loaded on a big boat,transvorted up the Corrib to Galway. The
copper and lead was then ekported to England,

The mines ran out after about forty three years and
the railway closed down, The mines;about twenty in all,can still
be seen. They look like big wells full up of wgter and are very
deep and dangerous. The railway can 2lso be seen., It is grown
over by grass and bushes and the tracks are gone but the outline
still remains. It is about two or three miles long. The mier or
Jetty as it ig called has rotted away except for the big poles
which were driven down in the water.,

W NN R AR AR RRNH A _
"The first ingrcdient in conversation is truth g the next good
sense 3 the third humour and the fourth,wit®, Sir. ¥,Temnle,
HH N AW AN
"Our time is a time for crossing barriers,for. erasing old
categories , for probiné”around,” 'ﬂ'McLuhan.

HHARRHE R NEHN

“"The worst sin towards our fellow human beings is not to hHate them,
but to be indifferent to them : that's the essence of inhumanity®.,

. Shaw,
F RN NN RN EN R .

“"The thing of it ie we must live with the living® . Montaisme.
MR RERK KKK KA ' o '
A 51ngle conversation across the table with a2 wise mgn is worth &

month's study of boocks". Chincse Proverb.
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QUGHTERARD'S SECOND FESTIVAL

Sunday 25 August to Sunday I September
The programme for this ycar's Festival is being
arranged at the moment and the proposed schedule of events is as
Tollows

Sunday 25 August Opening Cercmony
| ~ Election of Mayor
Vintage Car Rally
Fancy Dress Parade
Band Recital
Fishing Competition
Open Road Race
7 o Side Soccer
Irish Dancing
Monday 26 August

Tulg of Var
Stage Events.
Tuesday 27 August

Pram Race

01d Time Waltzing Competition
i Wednesday 28 August -

Motor Car Treasure Hunt
Junior Cycle Race,
Thursday 29 Augggz Tug of War Final

Side Stage Hvents.
Friday 30th Ausust

Fly Casting Competition
Basketball

_ Irish Music on Stage.
Saturday 3T August swimming Gala

Gymkana

Greasy Pig Competition

Sunday I September Clay Pigeon Shoot
* Cycle Race
Final 7 o side Soccer
Selecction of Queen of Connemara.

There are also many other cvents throughout the week including a
Children's Art Competition end an added attraction will be the
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cstablishment for the weck of a CORRIB COUNTRY MUSEUM. A Carnivel

has also been procured and a good series of bands have been lined up
for dances that will be held in the Marguee on Sunday 25th,7edncsday
28th,Friday 30th,Sunday Ist,Vedncsday 4th,Friday 6th ond Sunday 8th.

The next meeting of the Festival Committee has
been arranged for Tuesday next at 9.30 p.m. in The Boat Inn. The
Committec would 1ike to see more pcoplc attending the meetings and
making suggestions.

W oMb M Ok K A B ¥

Youth Club

The Club has scettled in well to its new huarters in the
General Purposcs Room in the Boys National School. The numbers
attending increased drematically during the Easter holidays but it is
expected that there will be a slight 1ull in the coming month as many

members prepare for State examinations.

A recent attraction to members was a Film Show presented
by Mr.Jack PFahy containing film strips of the Festival and some of
Connemara's sccnic sites. Mr.Declan Larkin also spoke to the Club on
wuniversity cducation and lifc today in = modern Irish university.
Four further talks have been lined up.

The Youth Club of course is not without its critics. It is
a human institution cmbodying the same perfections and impeffectioné
£®%x arc common to 211 human institutions. Many youtbth c¢lub members
feel that people very often forget the constructive thingdﬂdonc by
the Youth Club -~ e.g. the raising of £I36 in a Cake and Jumble 5ale
for the New Hall : the Anti-Titter Weeck and the pnintiﬁg from its own
funds of the outside of the Kirk that was.

The forthcoming Tidy Towns Competition will provide a
further opportunity for the young peconlec of the arca to harncss their
cnergies in & constructive manner. Growing up $o0day is cdifficultymorc
complicated thon it was in the past.Thce Youth Club is worthy of your
wholehearted supnort. Do give it this.



